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Authentic Biblical Christianity 
Christmas Eve                                                                                   December 24, 2025 

Pastor: Rev. Gary Brown 
Lay Reader:  George McGuire 

Ushers: Sam Thorington and Lawrence Boutte 
Musicians: Francie Callahan, Ken Mette, Debbie Dinkel 

Greeters: Darlene Oetgen & Julie Berger 
Altar Guild: Anita Brt    Acolyte: Ashlynn Starnes 

 
Immanuel is a member congregation of the Lutheran Church  Missouri Synod.  

Authoritative for life and faith. It offers everyone forgiveness of Sin and Life 
Everlasting through Jesus Christ.  It is He of whom the Scriptures testify.  
Because it is a living Word, God Himself will be the one speaking to you today 
through Word and Sacrament. 
 
Welcome to all our GUESTS AND VISITORS.  It is our pleasure and honor to 
have you worship with us this evening.  If you do not have a regular place of 
worship  WELCOME HOME!  Please fill out a Welcome card, found in the slot 
on the chair back in front of you and give it to an Usher or the Pastor. 
 
 
A CRY ROOM is available in the back of the Sanctuary for use by parents or 
anyone for whom it is needed. 
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CHRISTMAS EVE 2025 

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 

Pre-Service Music for quiet meditation and prayer 
 

 
 
Announcements 
 

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
 

 

Please stand 
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Invocation Matt 28:19
P We begin our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
    Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
Opening Sentences                                                                                   John 1:14  
P And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
C and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full 
   of grace and truth. 

  
P Declare His glory among the nations,        Psalm 96:3 
C His marvelous works among all the peoples! 

  
P Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous            Psalm 98:1  
    things!   
C His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him. 

 

 
Confession and Absolution                                                               1 John 1:8-9 
P Joined in worship on this holy night, let us make confession to our heavenly 
     

  
Please remain silent -examination 
 
  

P  Almighty Father, 
C we confess that we are sinners by nature and by thought, word, and deed. 

We have not always given You the best of what we have and are, and 
have not fully made room for You in our lives. With repentant hearts, we 
turn to You for mercy, seeking Your grace. In Your loving kindness 
forgive, restore, and lead us so that we may be renewed and live to the 
glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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P

has given His Son to be born, to live, and then to die for you and to rise again 
in glory. For His sake God forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Be at peace 
and rejoice in the Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 
Lighting the Advent Wreath  
P Throughout the four Sundays in Advent, we light a new candle each week. We 

mark the four candles with these four words: hope, peace, joy, and love.  
Tonight, we light the Christ candle to proclaim the birth of the Savior of the 
world. 

 
P Jesus Christ is the hope of the nations. 
C We wait for the Lord, and in His Word do we hope. 
 
P Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace. 
C We wait for the Lord, and in His Word do we rest. 
 
P Jesus Christ is the source of all joy. 
C We wait for the Lord, and in His Word do we rejoice. 
 
P Jesus Christ is the Lord of love. 
C We wait for the Lord, and in His Word His love finds us. 
 
P Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world. 
C Tonight we celebrate His birth, the Living Word has come. 
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Hymn of Praise - 359 Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P Let us pray. 
    O God, You, give us reason to rejoice by making light to shine in the darkness 
    of our hearts. 
C Grant that we joyfully receive the One who is the light of the world this 
    Christmas, that with sure confidence we see Him when He returns as our 
    Judge; 
P through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
    Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 52:7-10
The Reading can be found on page 13 of this bulletin 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Epistle  Hebrews 1:1-6 
The Reading can be found on page 13 of this bulletin 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Please stand 
 
 

Alleluia and Verse                                                                               John 20:31 
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Gospel John 1:1-14
The Reading can be found on page 13 of this bulletin 
 
A This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Glory to you O Lord. 

 
 
Meditation Hymn - 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace.  

 
Ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
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Public domain 

 

Please be seated 
 
Homily 
 

Hymn - 364 Away in a Manger 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

 
 
Please stand 
 
Prayers 
P This Christmas Eve, we come before our Lord in prayer rejoicing,  
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grant us peace in the Savior born for us. O come, let us adore Him,
C Christ the Lord! 
 
P Lord, You chose Mary and Joseph to care for Your Son. Bless all those with 
    whom You have given the vocation of mother or father, grandmother or 
    grandfather that they care for the children entrusted into their care, sharing 
    with them the Savior born to us. O come, let us adore Him, 
C Christ the Lord! 
 
P To us a Child is born, to us a Son is given! Lord, continue to watch over those  
    who suffer in body and spirit. Grant healing and restoration from affliction  
     according to Your gracious will. Give peace in difficulty through the Savior  
     born for us. O come, let us adore Him, 
C Christ the Lord! 
 
P  
     upon His shoulder, and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,  
     Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace of the increase of His 
     Government and of peace there shall be no end.   It is in His name we pray; 
C Amen. 
 
 
As the Christmas Carol is sung the candles will be lit throughout the Sanctuary. 
 
Sanctuary lights are turned off 
 

 370 What Child Is This 
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Public domain 

 
 

P  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass  
     against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
     For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
     Amen. 
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Benedicamus and Benediction     2 Timothy 4:22

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.         Numbers 6:24-26 
     The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
     The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 

 
Closing Hymn - 363 Silent Night, Holy Night 

 

 

 
 
 
Public domain 

 
 

 

The flowers on the Altar are given to the glory of God by Dixie 
Billings in remembrance of her mom who passed away on 
Christmas Day 1990.   
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Join us tomorrow at our 10am SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS. 

With communion.  
Thursday 12/25/2025 10AM  
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Isaiah 52:7 10 
7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, 
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who 

 8The voice of your watchmen they lift up their voice; 
together they sing for joy; for eye to eye they see the return of the Lord to Zion. 9Break 
forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, for the Lord has comforted 
his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 10The Lord has bared his holy arm before the 
eyes of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
 
Hebrews 1:1 6 
 1Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the 
heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3He is the radiance of the 
glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the 
word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has 
inherited is more excellent than theirs. 5

6

 
 
John 1:1 14 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of 
men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6There was 
a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to 
bear witness about the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did 
not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all 
who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but 
of God. 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 


