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Reflections

“It is high time that Christians should rediscover that the very heart of their faith is
that Jesus Christ did not come to make a contribution to the religious storehouse of
mankind, but that in him God reconciled the world unto himself.”

Dr. W.A. Visser't Hooft, first General Secretary to the World Council of Churches

“The uniqueness of Christ is not a peripheral teaching of the Christian faith. If we lose
our sense of absolute dependence on what Jesus did, it will erode away the whole of
the faith until little remains. But equally important to holding to the uniqueness of
Christ is not acting arrogant or superior to those who do not agree or who are not
Christians. Nothing so quickly discredits this biblical claim than if we make it without
love, or in pride, defensiveness, conceit, or if we refuse to discuss it at all.. This
introduces the important issue that part of the persuasiveness of the Christian faith
includes factors that are not, strictly speaking, cognitive - a point too often neglected
in discussions of apologetics. It raises the matter of who we are as we try to defend
the truth of God and persuade others. What looms large is our own character, the
qguality of our love, and our ability to relate to other people with both courage and
sensitivity.”

Dick Keyes

“The people who hanged Christ never, to do them justice, accused him of being a
bore - on the contrary, they thought him too dynamic to be safe. It has been left for
later generations to muffle up that shattering personality and surround him with an
atmosphere of tedium. We have efficiently pared the claws of the Lion of Judah,
certified him ‘meek and mild’ and recommended him as a fitting household pet for
pale curates and pious old ladies.”

Dorothy Sayers

“There is no other stream.”
Aslan, The Silver Chair



Order of Worship

GATHERING

You Alone Can Rescue

Who O Lord could save themselves
Their own soul could heal

Our shame was deeper than the sea
Your grace is deeper still

And You alone can rescue

You alone can save

You alone can lift us from the grave

You came down to find us led us out of death
To You alone belongs the highest praise

You O Lord have made a way

The great divide You healed

For when our hearts were far away
Your love went further still

Yes Your love goes further still

WELCOME
CALL TO WORSHIP

Seek the Lord while he may be found;

call upon him while he is near;

let the wicked forsake his way,

and the unrighteous man his thoughts;

let him return to the Lord, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts.

The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed,

a stronghold in times of trouble.

And those who know your name put their trust in you,
for you, O Lord, have not forsaken those who seek you.



from Isaiah 55, Psalm 9

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be
done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

GATHERING SONG

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
O for a thousand tongues to sing
my great Redeemer’s praise,

the glories of my God and King,

the triumphs of his grace.

Jesus, the name that charms our fears,
that bids our sorrows cease;

‘tis music in the sinner’s ears,

‘tis life and health and peace

He breaks the pow'r of reigning sin,
he sets the pris'ner free;

his blood can make the foulest clean,
his blood availed for me.

Hear him, you deaf; you voiceless ones
your loosen'd tongues employ;

You blind, behold your Savior come;
and leap, you lame, for joy.

My gracious Master and my God,
assist me to proclaim,

to spread through all the earth abroad
the honors of your name.

PRAISE SONG

What A Beautiful Name

You were the Word at the beginning
One with God the Lord Most High
Your hidden glory in creation

Now revealed in You our Christ



What a beautiful Name it is

What a beautiful Name it is

The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a beautiful Name it is
Nothing compares to this

What a beautiful Name it is

The Name of Jesus

You didn't want heaven without us

So Jesus You brought heaven down
My sin was great Your love was greater
What could separate us now

What a wonderful Name it is
What a wonderful Name it is

The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a wonderful Name it is
Nothing compares to this

What a wonderful Name it is

The Name of Jesus

Death could not hold You

The veil tore before You

You silence the boast of sin and grave
The heavens are roaring

The praise of Your glory

For You are raised to life again

You have no rival

You have no equal

Now and forever God You reign
Yours is the kingdom

Yours is the glory

Yours is the Name above all names

What a powerful Name it is
What a powerful Name it is
The Name of Jesus Christ my King
What a powerful Name it is
Nothing can stand against
What a powerful Name it is



The Name of Jesus

CONFESSION & ASSURANCE

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God,

you have raised Jesus from death to life,

and crowned him Lord of all.

We confess that we have not bowed before him,
or acknowledged his rule in our lives.

We have gone along with the ways of the world,
and failed to give him glory.

Forgive us and raise us from sin,

that we may be your faithful people,

obeying the commands of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who rules the world

and is head of the church, his body.

In his name we pray, Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
This is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever
has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.

| write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may
know that you have eternal life.
1John 5:11-13

RENEWAL SONG

In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found

He is my light my strength my song

This Cornerstone this solid Ground

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love what depths of peace
When fears are stilled when strivings cease
My Comforter my All in All

Here in the love of Christ | stand

In Christ alone who took on flesh



Fullness of God in helpless babe

This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
Till on that cross as Jesus died

The wrath of God was satisfied

For every sin on Him was laid

Here in the death of Christ | live

There in the ground His body lay

Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious Day

Up from the grave He rose again

And as He stands in victory

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me

For | am His and He is mine

Bought with the precious blood of Christ

No guilt in life no fear in death

This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny

No power of hell no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand

PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

CHILDREN DISMISSED

LIFE TOGETHER

PREACHING OF THE WORD

“That You May Believe: No One Like Him!” David Speakman

“OWhen they heard these words, some of the people said, “This really is the Prophet.”
“Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? %2
Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and



comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” “* So there was a division
among the people over him. “* Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid
hands on him.

“>The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why
did you not bring him?” “®The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!"
The Pharisees answered them, “Have you also been deceived? “® Have any of the
authorities or the Pharisees believed in him? “° But this crowd that does not know
the law is accursed.” *° Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was one of
them, said to them, > “Does our law judge a man without first giving him a hearing
and learning what he does?” ** They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? Search and
see that no prophet arises from Galilee.”

John 7:40-52

This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

Sermon Notes

RESPONSE

SONG OF RESPONSE

My Friends May You Grow in Grace

My friends, may you grow in grace

And in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior.
My friends, may you grow in grace

And in the knowledge of Jesus Christ.

To God be the glory!
Now and forever
Now and forever, Amen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

OFFERTORY

Is He Worthy?

Do you feel the world is broken? (We do)

Do you feel the shadows deepen? (We do)

But do you know that all the dark

Won't stop the light from getting through? (We do)

Do you wish that you could see it all made new? (We do)



Is all creation groaning? (It is)

Is a new creation coming? (It is)

Is the glory of the Lord

To be the light within our midst? (It is)

Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? (It is)

Is anyone worthy?

Is anyone whole?

Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll?
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave

He is David's Root

And the Lamb who died to ransom the slave.

Is He worthy,

Is He worthy,

Of all blessing and honor and glory,

Is He worthy of this? (He is)

Does the Father truly love us? (He does)

Does the Spirit move among us? (He does)

And does Jesus our Messiah

Hold forever those He loves? (He does)

Does our God intend to dwell again with us? (He does)

Is anyone worthy?

Is anyone whole?

Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll?
The Lion of Judah who conquered the grave

He is David's Root

And the Lamb who died to ransom the slave.

From eVv'ry people and tribe every nation and tongue
He has made us a kingdom and priests

To God to reign with the Son.

Is He worthy, Is He worthy

Of all blessing and honor and glory

Is He worthy, Is He worthy

Is He worthy of this? (He is)

DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host;



Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

COMMUNION

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

COMMUNION SONG

The Church’s One Foundation

The church's one foundation

Is Jesus Christ her Lord,

She is His new creation

By water and the Word.

From heaven He came and sought her
To be His holy bride;

With His own blood He bought her,
And for her life He died.

Elect from every nation,

Yet one o'er all the earth;

Her charter of salvation,

One Lord, one faith, one birth;
One holy Name she blesses,
Partakes one holy food,

And to one hope she presses,
With every grace endued.

The church shall never perish,

Her dear Lord to defend

To guide, sustain and cherish,

Is with her to the end

Though there be those that hate her,
And false sons in her pale

Against a foe or traitor,

She ever shall prevail



Mid toil and tribulation,

And tumult of her war,

She waits the consummation
Of peace forevermore;

'Til, with the vision glorious,

Her longing eyes are blessed,
And the great church victorious
Shall be the church at rest.

Yet she on earth hath union
With God the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion
With those whose rest is won.
O happy ones and holy!

Lord, give us grace that we
Like them, the meek and lowly,
On high may dwell with Thee.

SENDING

SENDING SONG

The Solid Rock

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus Christ, my righteousness;
| dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus' name.

On Christ, the solid Rock, | stand;
All other ground is sinking sand,
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils His lovely face,
| rest on His unchanging grace;

In every high and stormy gale,

My anchor holds within the veil.

His oath, His covenant, His blood,
Support me in the whelming flood,;
When all around my soul gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay.



When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh, may | then in Him be found;

In Him, my righteousness, alone,

Faultless to stand before the throne.

BENEDICTION
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the
great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with
everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

Hebrews 13:20-21



LIFE TOGETHER

SERVE
Backpack Packing Party - Sept. 7 3:15pm: All invited to the pavilion.
September Drive for Sunnyside Ministry: Towels and sheet sets.

CHURCH LIFE
Life Groups & Young Adult Life Group: For info, register or talk to Ethan Smith.
Women'’s Bible Study in Revelation - Register now for Wednesdays 9:30-11:30am
(childcare available) or Tuesdays 7-8:30pm.
First Wednesday Fellowship - Sept. 3 5:30-7pm: Dinner with Ecuador trip update.
Men’s Cohorts in Revelation - Various dates/times: Begins Sept. 8. Register.
Discovering Hope - Sept. 12-13: Register now for our membership class!
Women'’s Retreat - Oct. 24-26: All women welcome! Registration now open.
Addiction Support Group - Wed. 12:10pm via Zoom: Info in Church Center.

PARENTS & CHILDREN
Hope Kids Pizza & Playground - Sept. 12 5:30-7pm: Bring riding toys!
Hope Kids + Youth Fall Programming details in Church Center and on the website.
Kids Connection - September Verse - To all who did receive him, who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God. John 1:12

FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF AUGUST 26, 2025

Actual Budget
to Date through 8/31 Difference
Income $816,729 $790,101 $26,628 337%
Expense $874,644 $976,612 -$101,968 -10.44%
Surplus (Deficit) -$57,916 -$186,511 $128,596

ANNUAL MINISTRY BUDGET: $1,482,783

Making Room Campaign Campaign Gifts
for More Goal Commitments Received

$8.6 million $5,224,302 $2,541,356
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