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Reflections 
“For you are looking, not at the object of your faith, at Jesus, but at your faith. You 
would draw your comfort, not from Him, but from your faith. And because your faith 
is not quite perfect, you are as much discouraged as if Jesus was not quite a perfect 
Savior… by this mistake, and by this great sin, the sin of sins, you are robbed of the 
sweet enjoyment of the God of all comfort. You lose what you seek, and lose it in the 
way of seeking. You want comfort, and you look to your faith for it. If faith could speak 
it would say, ‘I have none to give you, look unto Jesus, it is all in Him’ Indeed my friend 
it is. The Holy Ghost, the Comforter, will not glorify your faith. He will not give it the 
honor of comforting you. He takes nothing to comfort with but the things of Christ - 
and His things, not as used by you, but as given by Him, who is all yours… I grant you, 
and I know it well, that much faith brings much comfort from Christ, and carries 
much glory to Him; but the way to get much faith is not to look at it, as you do, but at 
the Savior; not to look at your hand, but at Jesus; not how you hold Him, but that He 
is yours , and holds you, and your faith too, and therefore you shall never perish, but 
shall have everlasting life.”  

William Romaine 
 
“I am throwing all my good works overboard, and lashing myself to the plank of free 
grace; for I hope to swim to glory on it.”  

Charles Spurgeon 
 
“All who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit 
of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, 
by whom we cry, ‘Abba, Father!’ The Spirit bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God.”  

Romans 8: 14-16 
 
“[Abraham] believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.”  

Genesis 15:6 
 

 

 



 

Order of Worship 
GATHERING 
 
Steadfast 
I will build my house 
Whether storm or drought 
On the rock that does not move 
I will set my hope 
In Your love O Lord 
And Your faithfulness will prove 
 

Steadfast, steadfast 
You are steadfast, steadfast 

 
By the word You spoke 
All the starry host 
Are called out by name each night 
In Your watchful care 
I will rest secure 
As you lead us with Your light 
 
I will not trust in the strength of kings 
On Your promise I will stand 
I will shout for joy I will raise my voice 
Hallelujah to the Lamb 
 
In the moment of emptiness all was fulfilled 
In the hour of darkness Your light was revealed 
In the presence of death Your life was affirmed 
In the absence of holiness You are still God 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
WELCOME 
  
CALL TO WORSHIP 
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are. 
The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 
I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress, 

 



 

my God, in whom I trust.” 
Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place— 
the Most High, who is my refuge— 
no evil shall be allowed to befall you, 
no plague come near your tent. 
“Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; 
I will protect him, because he knows my name.” 

from 1 John 3, Psalm 91 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG 
How Firm a Foundation 
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
is laid for your faith in his excellent Word! 
What more can he say than to you he has said, 
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 
 
“Fear not, I am with you, O be not dismayed, 
for I am your God, and will still give you aid; 
I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.” 
 
“When through the deep waters I call you to go, 
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; 
for I will be with you, your troubles to bless, 
and sanctify to you your deepest distress.” 
 
“When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 
my grace, all sufficient, shall be your supply; 
the flame shall not hurt you; I only design 
your dross to consume, and your gold to refine.” 
 
“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 
that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake.” 
 

 



 

PRAISE SONG 
Living Hope 
How great the chasm that lay between us 
How high the mountain I could not climb 
In desperation I turned to heaven 
And spoke Your name into the night 
Then through the darkness Your loving-kindness 
Tore through the shadows of my soul 
The work is finished the end is written 
Jesus Christ my living hope 
 
Who could imagine so great a mercy 
What heart could fathom such boundless grace 
The God of ages stepped down from glory 
To wear my sin and bear my shame 
The cross has spoken I am forgiven 
The King of kings calls me His own 
Beautiful Savior I’m Yours forever 
Jesus Christ my living hope 
 

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free 
Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me 
You have broken every chain 
There’s salvation in Your name 
Jesus Christ my living hope 

 
Then came the morning that sealed the promise 
Your buried body began to breathe 
Out of the silence the Roaring Lion 
Declared the grave has no claim on me 
 
Jesus Yours is the victory 
 
Jesus Christ my living hope 
Oh God You are my living hope 
 
CONFESSION & ASSURANCE 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Heavenly Father, we praise you for adopting us as your children and making us heirs 
of eternal life. In your mercy you have washed us from our sins and made us clean in 

 



 

your sight.​
Yet we still fail to love you as we should and serve you as we ought. Forgive us our 
sins and renew us by your grace, that we may continue to grow as members of 
Christ, in whom alone is our salvation. Amen. 
 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
…in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. 

Galatians 3:26-29 
  
RENEWAL SONG 
Jesus Lover of My Soul 
Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to Thy bosom fly, 
While the nearer waters roll, 
While the tempest still is high. 
Hide me, O my Savior, hide, 
‘Til life’s storm is past; 
Safe into the haven guide; 
Receive my soul at last. 
 
Other refuge have I none, 
I helpless, hang on Thee; 
Leave, oh leave me not alone, 
Support and comfort me. 
All my trust on Thee is stayed, 
All help from Thee I bring; 
Cover my defenseless head 
In the shadow of Thy wing. 
 
Thou, O Christ, are all I want, 
Here more than all I find; 
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, 
Heal the sick, and lead the blind. 
Just and holy is Thy Name, 
I am all unrighteousness; 
False and full of sin I am; 
Thou art full of truth and grace. 

 



 

 
Plenteous grace with Thee is found, 
Grace to cover all my sin; 
Let the healing streams abound; 
Make and keep me pure within. 
Thou of life the fountain art, 
Let me take of Thee; 
Spring Thou up within my heart; 
For all eternity, 
For all eternity. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
CHILDREN DISMISSED 
 
LIFE TOGETHER 
 
PREACHING OF THE WORD 
 
“That You May Believe: Assurance””​ ​ ​ ​ ​    David Speakman 
 
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are 
truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 

They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to 
anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 
 
34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave 
to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So 
if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are offspring of 
Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no place in you. 38 I speak of 
what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have heard from your father.” 
 
39 They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were 
Abraham's children, you would be doing the works Abraham did, 40 but now you seek 
to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what 
Abraham did. 41 You are doing the works your father did.” They said to him, “We were 
not born of sexual immorality. We have one Father—even God.” 42 Jesus said to them, 
“If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I 
came not of my own accord, but he sent me. 43 Why do you not understand what I 

 



 

say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. 44 You are of your father the devil, 
and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, 
and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 But because I 
tell the truth, you do not believe me. 46 Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell 
the truth, why do you not believe me? 47 Whoever is of God hears the words of God. 
The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.” 

John 8:31-47 
 
This is the Word of God for the people of God.  
Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon Notes 
 
RESPONSE 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE​
My Friends May You Grow in Grace 
My friends, may you grow in grace 
And in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior. 
My friends, may you grow in grace 
And in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
 

To God be the glory! 
Now and forever 
Now and forever, Amen 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
OFFERTORY  
Lesser Loves 
I was a prisoner; You held the key 
the door was opened; You welcomed me 
Oh I was guilty of every crime 
but you took my place and you did my time 
 

How can I thank you, Lord? 
My broken heart, You have restored. 
How can I thank you, Lord? 
You give me grace I cannot afford. 

 

 



 

I was an enemy but You made me a guest 
You spread a table in the wilderness 
Beside the waters, You filled my cup 
O how I have settled for lesser loves 
 
I was an orphan, but You called me "child" 
I was a stranger; I was lost and defiled, 
Redemption found me from up above 
O how I had settled for lesser loves. 
 
DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!   
 
COMMUNION 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
COMMUNION SONG 
Who You Say I Am 
Who am I that the highest King 
Would welcome me 
I was lost but He brought me in 
Oh His love for me 
Oh His love for me 
 

Who the Son sets free 
Oh is free indeed 
I'm a child of God 
Yes I am 

 
Free at last 

 



 

He has ransomed me 
His grace runs deep 
While I was a slave to sin 
Jesus died for me 
Yes He died for me 
 

Who the Son sets free 
Oh is free indeed 
I'm a child of God 
Yes I am 
In my Father's house 
There's a place for me 
I'm a child of God 
Yes I am 

 
I am chosen not forsaken 
I am who You say I am 
You are for me not against me 
I am who You say I am 
 
SENDING 
 
SENDING SONG 
Be Thou My Vision 
Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
naught be all else to me, save that thou art - 
thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
thou my great Father, I thy true son; 
thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one. 
 
Be thou my battle shield, sword for my fight; 
be thou my dignity, thou my delight, 
thou my soul's shelter, thou my high tow'r; 
raise thou me heav'n-ward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 
 
Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise, 
thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

 



 

thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of Heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
High King of heaven, my victory won, 
may I reach heaven's joys, O bright heav'n's Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
BENEDICTION 
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the 
great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with 
everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Hebrews 13:20-21 
 

 



 

LIFE TOGETHER 
 

SERVE 
September Drive for Sunnyside Ministry: Towels and sheet sets.  
 

CHURCH LIFE 
Life Groups & Young Adult Life Group: For info, register or talk to Ethan Smith. 
Men’s Meetup - Sept. 16 12pm: Yamas. 
Women’s Retreat - Oct. 24-26: All women welcome! Registration now open. 
Church Directory Form: Link in Looking Up. 
 

PARENTS & CHILDREN 
Youth Service Project - Sept. 28 4:30-7pm: Dinner @ the Hornadays. 
MS Day Retreat - Oct. 4 7:30am-8:30pm: Register now. 
Kids Connection - September Verse - To all who did receive him, who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God. John 1:12 
 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF SEPTEMBER 9, 2025 

 
Actual 

to Date 
Budget 

through 9/30 Difference 

Income $882,684 $909,594 -$26,910 -2.96% 

Expense $897,826 $1,106,656 -$208,830 -18.87% 

Surplus (Deficit) -$15,142 -$197,062 $181,920  

ANNUAL MINISTRY BUDGET: $1,482,783 

Making Room  
for More 

Campaign 
Goal 

Campaign 
Commitments 

Gifts 
Received 

 

 $8.6 million $5,224,302 $2,694,324  
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