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Reflections 
“What do you do with a man who is supposed to be the holiest man who has ever 
lived and yet goes around talking with prostitutes and hugging lepers? What do you 
do with a man who not only mingles with the most unsavory people but actually 
seems to enjoy them?... It is a profound irony that the Son of God visited this planet 
and one of the chief complaints against him was that he was not religious enough.” 

Rebecca Pippert 
 
“Something perfectly new in the history of the universe had happened. Christ had 
defeated death. The door which had always been locked had for the very first time 
been forced open.… A new mode of being has arisen. That is the story. What are we 
going to make of it?” 

C.S. Lewis 
 
“A true saint is not someone who has become good through strenuous disciplines, 
but someone who has experienced the free goodness of God.” 

Thomas Merton 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the church calendar: 
Today we commemorate All Saints’s Day, which falls on November 1. While our 
tradition does not invoke or pray to specific “venerated” saints, as do Catholics and 
Orthodox, we celebrate our place in the “communion of saints,” as the Apostles’ 
Creed states. We acknowledge the faithful Christians who have gone before us and 
whose Godly example we can learn from and emulate. We share communion with 
the fellow saints that we stand shoulder to shoulder with this morning and are 
unified with in the church throughout the world. We focus not on “extraordinary 
achievements of particular Christians but on the grace and work of God through 
ordinary people" (Worship Sourcebook, 753).  
 

 

 
 



 

Order of Worship 
GATHERING 
 
The Church’s One Foundation 
The church's one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ her Lord, 
She is His new creation 
By water and the Word. 
From heaven He came and sought her 
To be His holy bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, 
And for her life He died. 
 
Elect from every nation, 
Yet one o'er all the earth; 
Her charter of salvation, 
One Lord, one faith, one birth; 
One holy Name she blesses, 
Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses, 
With every grace endued. 
 
Though with a scornful wonder 
Men see her sore oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder, 
By heresies distressed, 
Yet saints their watch are keeping; 
Their cry goes up, "How long?" 
And soon the night of weeping 
Shall be the morn of song. 
 
Yet she on earth hath union 
With God the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion 
With those whose rest is won. 
O happy ones and holy! 
Lord, give us grace that we 
Like them, the meek and lowly, 
On high may dwell with Thee. 
​ ​ ​ ​  

 
 



 

WELCOME 
  
CALL TO WORSHIP 
The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
The Lord is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made. 
All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, and all your saints shall bless you! 
They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom and tell of your power, 
to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds, and the glorious 
splendor of your kingdom. 
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures throughout all 
generations. 
The Lord is faithful in all his words and kind in all his works. 
The Lord upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down. 
The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. 
You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

Psalm 145:8-16 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG 
Holy, Holy, Holy 
Holy, holy, holy! 
Lord God Almighty 
Early in the morning 
Our song shall rise to Thee 
 
Holy, holy, holy! 
Merciful and mighty 
God in three persons 
Blessed Trinity! 
 
Holy, holy, holy! 
Though the darkness hide Thee 
Though the eye of sinful man 
Thy glory may not see 
 
Only Thou art holy 
There is none beside Thee 

 
 



 

Perfect in power, in love and purity 
 
Holy, holy, holy! 
Lord God Almighty 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name 
In earth and sky and sea 
 
Holy, holy, holy! 
Merciful and mighty 
God in three persons 
Blessed Trinity 
 
PRAISE SONG 
How Great Is Our God 
The splendor of the King 
Clothed in majesty 
Let all the earth rejoice 
All the earth rejoice 
He wraps Himself in light 
And darkness tries to hide 
And trembles at His voice 
And trembles at His voice 
 

How great is our God 
Sing with me 
How great is our God 
And all will see how great 
How great is our God 

 
And age to age He stands 
And time is in His hands 
Beginning and the End 
Beginning and the End 
The Godhead three in one 
Father Spirit Son 
The Lion and the Lamb 
The Lion and the Lamb 
 
Name above all names 
Worthy of all praise 
My heart will sing 
How great is our God 

 
 



 

 
CONFESSION & ASSURANCE 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Eternal God, although we are the communion of saints, we are also a circle of sinners. 
We confess the ways we live only for ourselves. We fail to see you in our neighbor’s 
face. We turn our ears from voices that cry out. We pass by the hungry and the 
oppressed. You have commanded us to speak, but we have been silent. You have 
called us to do what is just, but we have been fearful. In your great mercy, forgive our 
sin and strengthen us for service to all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also 
members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 
 
In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 

Ephesians 2:19-22, NRSV 
  
RENEWAL SONG 
In Christ Alone 
In Christ alone my hope is found 
He is my light my strength my song 
This Cornerstone this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 
What heights of love what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled when strivings cease 
My Comforter my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand 
 
In Christ alone who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live 

 
 



 

 
There in the ground His body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious Day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 
No guilt in life no fear in death 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
CHILDREN DISMISSED 
 
LIFE TOGETHER 
 
PREACHING OF THE WORD 
 
“Blasphemer or Beloved?”​    ​    ​ ​ ​ ​            Ethan Smith 
 
30 I and the Father are one.” 
 
31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus answered them, “I have 
shown you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you going to 
stone me?” 33 The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good work that we are going to 
stone you but for blasphemy, because you, being a man, make yourself God.” 34 Jesus 
answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I said, you are gods’? 35 If he called 
them gods to whom the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be broken— 36 do 
you say of him whom the Father consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are 
blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 37 If I am not doing the works of 

 
 



 

my Father, then do not believe me; 38 but if I do them, even though you do not 
believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is 
in me and I am in the Father.” 39 Again they sought to arrest him, but he escaped 
from their hands. 
 
40 He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing 
at first, and there he remained. 41 And many came to him. And they said, “John did no 
sign, but everything that John said about this man was true.” 42 And many believed in 
him there. 

John 10:30-42 
 

This is the Word of God for the people of God.  
Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon Notes 
 
RESPONSE 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE​
My Friends May You Grow in Grace 
My friends, may you grow in grace 
And in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior. 
My friends, may you grow in grace 
And in the knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
 

To God be the glory! 
Now and forever 
Now and forever, Amen 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
OFFERTORY  
Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
Of the Father's love begotten, 
Ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, 
He the source, the ending He, 
Of the things that are, that have been, 
And that future years shall see, 
Evermore and evermore! 
 

 
 



 

This is he whom heav’n-taught singers 
sang of old with one accord, 
whom the Scriptures of the prophets 
promised in their faithful word; 
now he shines, the long expected; 
let creation praise its Lord, 
evermore and evermore! 
 
O ye heights of heav’n, adore him; 
angel hosts, his praises sing: 
all dominions, bow before him 
and extol our God and King; 
let no tongue on earth be silent, 
ev’ry voice in concert ring, 
evermore and evermore! 
 
DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!   
 
COMMUNION 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
COMMUNION SONG 
For All the Saints 
For all the saints who from their labors rest, 
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed, 
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest; 
Alleluia; Allelu... 
 
Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might; 

 
 



 

thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight; 
thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light. 
Alleluia! Allelu… 
 
O blest communion, fellowship divine! 
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine. 
Alleluia, Allelu... 
 
The golden evening brightens in the west; 
soon, soon to faithful warriors comes their rest; 
sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 
Alleluia! Allelu… 
 
But lo! there breaks a yet more glorious day; 
the saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
the King of glory passes on his way. 
Alleluia! Allelu… 
 
From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
SENDING 
 
SENDING SONG 
Take My Life and Let It Be 
Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated Lord to Thee 
Take my moments and my days 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise 
 
Take my hands and let them move 
At the impulse of Thy love 
Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee 
Swift and beautiful for Thee 
 
Take my silver and my gold 

 
 



 

Not a mite would I withhold 
Take my intellect and use 
Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose 
Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose 
 
Take my will and make it Thine 
It shall be no longer mine 
Take my heart it is Thine own 
It shall be Thy royal throne 
It shall be Thy royal throne 
 
BENEDICTION 
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the 
great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with 
everything good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Hebrews 13:20-21 
 

 
 



 

LIFE TOGETHER 
 

SERVE 
Backpack Packing Party - Today 3:15pm: Join us in the pavilion!  
Clemmons Food Pantry bins are in the lobbies; the need is great! 
 

CHURCH LIFE 
MRFM Matching Gift - Nov 1-Dec 31: All gifts and increased/new commitments up to 
$500,000 matched by a generous donor.  
First Wednesday Fellowship - Nov. 4 5:30-7pm: Dinner + Fellowship. 
Healing Prayer Service - Nov. 4 7-8pm: Brief worship and individual prayer. 
2026 Mission Trips Interest Meeting - Nov. 9 12:30pm (Lunch Included). 
Advent Wreath Making - Nov. 30 10am: Registration open. 
 

PARENTS & CHILDREN 
Cry Room now open in Rm 107: Worship service is livestreamed here. 
Communicants’ Class - Nov 7 6:30-8pm & Nov 8 9-10:30am: 4th-5th grade; Register. 
Progressive Friendsgiving - Nov. 23 5-7pm: Registration open to all youth. 
Edge MS Conference - June 20-24: Save the date! 
RYM HS Conference - Jul. 26-30: Save the date! 
Kids Connection - November Verse - There are also many other things that Jesus 
did. Were every one of them to be written I suppose that the world itself could not 
contain the books that would be written. There's so much more. John 21:25 
 
 
 

 
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF OCTOBER 28TH, 2025 

 
Actual 

to Date 
Budget 

through 10/31 Difference 

Income $1,052,010 $1,081,685 -$29,675 -2.74% 

Expense $1,127,436 $1,243,166 -$115,729 -9.31% 

Surplus (Deficit) -$75,426 -$161,481 $86,054  

ANNUAL MINISTRY BUDGET: $1,482,783 

Making Room  
for More 

Campaign 
Goal 

Campaign 
Commitments 

Gifts 
Received 

 

 $8.6 million $5,224,302 $2,834,469  
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