
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Detail of The Last Supper, Leonardo da Vinci (1495-1498). 
 

  
January 18, 2026

 
 



 

Reflections 
“The love for equals is a human thing--of friend for friend, brother for brother. It is to 
love what is loving and lovely. The world smiles. The love for the less fortunate is a 
beautiful thing--the love for those who suffer, for those who are poor, the sick, the 
failures, the unlovely. This is compassion, and it touches the heart of the world. The 
love for the more fortunate is a rare thing--to love those who succeed where we fail, 
to rejoice without envy with those who rejoice . . .  The world is always bewildered by 
its saints. And then there is the love for the enemy--love for the one who does not 
love you but mocks, threatens, and inflicts pain. The tortured's love for the torturer. 
This is God's love. It conquers the world.”  

Frederick Buechner, The Magnificent Defeat 
 
“While I regarded God as a tyrant I thought my sin a trifle; But when I knew Him to 
be my Father, then I mourned that I could ever have kicked against Him. When I 
thought God was hard, I found it easy to sin; but when I found God so kind, so good, 
so overflowing with compassion, I smote upon my breast to think that I could ever 
have rebelled against One who loved me so, and sought my good.”  

C.H. Spurgeon 
 
“What makes the temptation of power so seemingly irresistible? Maybe it is that 
power offers an easy substitute for the hard task of love. It seems easier to be God 
than to love God, easier to control people than to love people, easier to own life than 
to love life… The long painful history of the Church is the history of people ever and 
again tempted to choose power over love, control over the cross, being a leader to 
being led.  Those who resisted this temptation to the end and thereby give us hope 
are the true saints.”  

Henri Nouwen 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 

Order of Worship 
GATHERING 
 
Just As I Am 
Just as I am, without one plea 
But that your blood was shed for me, 
And that You bidd’st me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am, and waiting not 
To rid my soul of one dark blot, 
To You, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of God, I come, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 

O Lamb of God, who takes away  
the sins of the world, have mercy  
For not but all I am to you I bring  
O Lamb of God, I come. 
O Lamb of God, I come. 

 
Just as I am, though tossed about 
With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
Fights within and fears without, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am You will receive, 
Welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
In this  promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
 
Just as I am, your love unbound 
Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 
To be yours forever found, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
O Lamb of God, I come. 
​ ​ ​ ​  
WELCOME 
  

 
 



 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
“You are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be 
a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of 
the earth.” 
He saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but 
because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before 
the ages began. 
"It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the Lord 
set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is 
because the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers.” 
God’s grace has been manifested through the appearing of our Savior Christ 
Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through 
the gospel. 
"Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant 
and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a 
thousand generations.” 
I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that he is able to guard until 
that day what has been entrusted to me. 

from Deuteronomy 7, 1 Timothy 1 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG 
Jesus Lover of My Soul 
Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to Thy bosom fly, 
While the nearer waters roll, 
While the tempest still is high. 
Hide me, O my Savior, hide, 
‘Til life’s storm is past; 
Safe into the haven guide; 
Receive my soul at last. 
 
Other refuge have I none, 
I helpless, hang on Thee; 
Leave, oh leave me not alone, 
Support and comfort me. 
All my trust on Thee is stayed, 

 
 



 

All help from Thee I bring; 
Cover my defenseless head 
In the shadow of Thy wing. 
 
Thou, O Christ, are all I want, 
Here more than all I find; 
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, 
Heal the sick, and lead the blind. 
Just and holy is Thy Name, 
I am all unrighteousness; 
False and full of sin I am; 
Thou art full of truth and grace. 
 
Plenteous grace with Thee is found, 
Grace to cover all my sin; 
Let the healing streams abound; 
Make and keep me pure within. 
Thou of life the fountain art, 
Let me take of Thee; 
Spring Thou up within my heart; 
For all eternity, 
For all eternity. 
 
PRAISE SONG 
Our Great God 
Eternal God unchanging mysterious and unknown​
Your boundless love​
Unfailing grace and mercy shown​
Bright seraphim in ceaseless flight​
Around Your glorious throne​
They raise their voices day and night​
In praise to You alone 
 

Hallelujah glory be to our great God​
Hallelujah glory be to our great God 
 

Lord we are weak and frail​
Helpless in the storm​
Surround us with Your angels​
Hold us in Your arms​
Our cold and ruthless enemy​
His pleasure is our harm​

 
 



 

Rise up, O Lord, and he will flee​
Before our sov'reign God 

 
Let ev'ry creature in the sea​
And ev'ry flying bird​
Let ev'ry mountain​
Ev'ry field and valley of the earth​
Let all the moons and all the stars​
In all the universe​
Sing praises to the living God​
Who rules them by His Word 
 
CONFESSION & ASSURANCE 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
God of love, in the wrong we have done and in the good we have not done, we have 
sinned in ignorance; we have sinned in weakness; we have sinned through our own 
deliberate fault. We are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you. Forgive us and renew 
our lives through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
SILENT CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. God shows 
his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, 
we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from 
the wrath of God. 

Romans 5:6, 8-9 
  
RENEWAL SONG 
His Mercy Is More 
What love could remember no wrongs we have done 
Omniscient all knowing He counts not their sum 
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 
 

Praise the Lord His mercy is more 
Stronger than darkness new every morn 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 

 
What patience would wait as we constantly roam 

 
 



 

What Father so tender is calling us home 
He welcomes the weakest the vilest the poor 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 

 
What riches of kindness He lavished on us 
His blood was the payment His life was the cost 
We stood 'neath a debt we could never afford 
Our sins they are many His mercy is more 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
CHILDREN DISMISSED 
 
LIFE TOGETHER 
 
PREACHING OF THE WORD 
 
“The Love of Jesus”​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​   ​    David Speakman 
 
18 I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture will 
be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I am telling you 
this now, before it takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I am 
he. 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever receives the one I send receives me, and 
whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.” 
 
21 After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22 The disciples looked at one another, 
uncertain of whom he spoke. 23 One of his disciples, whom Jesus loved, was reclining 
at table at Jesus' side, 24 so Simon Peter motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he 
was speaking. 25 So that disciple, leaning back against Jesus, said to him, “Lord, who is 
it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have 
dipped it.” So when he had dipped the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon 
Iscariot. 27 Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to 
him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” 28 Now no one at the table knew why he 
said this to him. 29 Some thought that, because Judas had the moneybag, Jesus was 
telling him, “Buy what we need for the feast,” or that he should give something to 
the poor. 30 So, after receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. And it 
was night. 
 

 
 



 

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is 
glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and 
glorify him at once. 33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, 
and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot 
come.’ 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have 
loved you, you also are to love one another. 35 By this all people will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 
36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where 
I am going you cannot follow me now, but you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to 
him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus 
answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will 
not crow till you have denied me three times. 

John 13:18-38 
 

This is the Word of God for the people of God.  
Thanks be to God! 
 
Sermon Notes 
 
RESPONSE 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE​
Threefold Amen 

 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
OFFERTORY  
Rock of Ages 
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee; 
Let the water and the blood, 
From thy riven side which flowed,  
Be of sin the double cure; 
Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r. 
 

 
 



 

Not the labors of my hands 
Can fulfill thy law’s demands;  
Could my zeal no respite know,  
Could my tears forever flow, 
All for sin could not atone; 
Thou must save, and thou alone. 
 
Nothing in my hand I bring,  
Simply to the cross I cling;  
Naked, come to thee for dress;  
Helpless, look to thee for grace;  
Foul, I to the fountain fly; 
Wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 
While I draw this fleeting breath,  
When mine eyes shall close in death,  
When I soar to worlds unknown, 
See thee on thy judgment throne,  
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in thee. 
 
DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!   
 
COMMUNION 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  
COMMUNION SONG 
We Will Feast in the House of Zion 

We will feast in the house of Zion 
We will sing with our hearts restored 
He has done great things we will say together 
We will feast and weep no more 

 
 



 

 
We will not be burned by the fire 
He is the Lord our God 
We are not consumed by the flood 
Upheld protected gathered up 

 
In the dark of night before the dawn 
My soul be not afraid 
For the promised morning oh how long 
Oh God of Jacob be my strength 

 
Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed 
You are the faithful one 
And from the garden to the grave 
Bind us together bring shalom 
 
SENDING 
 
SENDING SONG 
O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 
O Love that will not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee; 
I give thee back the life I owe, 
That in thine ocean depths its flow 
May richer, fuller be. 
 
O light that followest all my way, 
I yield my flickering torch to thee; 
My heart restores its borrowed ray, 
That in thy sunshine's blaze its day 
May brighter, fairer be. 
 
O Joy that seekest me through pain, 
I can-not close my heart to thee; 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
And feel the promise is not vain, 
That morn shall tearless be. 
 
O Cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from thee; 
I lay in dust life's glory dead, 

 
 



 

And from the ground there blossoms red 
Life that shall endless be. 
 
BENEDICTION 
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be 
gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.” 

         ​ ​   Numbers 6:24-26

 
 



 

LIFE TOGETHER 
 

FAMILY UPDATES 
Congrats to Sarah and Noah Downs on the birth of Bradley Charles: Meal plan in 
Looking Up. 
Condolences to Laura and Niland Daly for the loss of Laura’s mom, Patsy Burgess. 
 

CHURCH LIFE 
Children’s Ministry Assistant - Position opening. See Looking Up for details.  
Deacon Nominations Open - Nomination form available in Looking Up and in the 
back of the Worship Hall. 
Women’s Bible Study + Men’s Cohorts:  Resumes Jan. 13-14. Registration open! 
Prayer Gathering - Mondays 7pm: Open to all! 
Adult Sunday School - Sundays 10am: Hebrews or Faith & Creativity. 
Mahjong Women’s Event - Jan. 24, 2-5pm. Register before Jan. 20!  
Praying Life Seminar -  Jan. 23-24. Registration open. See Looking Up. 
Discovering Hope - Friday, Jan. 23, 7:30pm-9pm; Sundays, Jan. 25 - Feb. 22, 10am. 
 

PARENTS & CHILDREN 
PJ Popcorn Party -  Jan. 23, 6-8pm. 2nd-5th graders welcome! Registration open. 
Youth Bowling - Feb. 7 2-4pm: Details in Registration. 
MS Great Wolf Lodge - Feb. 13-14. Registration open. 
Summer Conference Registration Now Open for the Edge and RYM. 
Kids Connection - January Verse - I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me. John 14:6 
 
 

 
 

 
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF JANUARY 13TH, 2025 

 
Actual 

to Date 
Budget 

through 1/31 Difference 

Income $34,770 $115,840 -$81,070 -69.98% 

Expense $37,233 $135,425 -$98,192 -72.51% 

Surplus (Deficit) -$2,463 -$19,585   

ANNUAL MINISTRY BUDGET: $1,558,309 

Making Room  
for More 

Campaign 
Goal 

Campaign 
Commitments 

Gifts 
Received 

 

 $8.6 million $5,243,302 $3,791,646  
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