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Reflections

“We Christians sometimes buy into a lie. We assume that if we're not like those
hateful, judgmental people who call themselves Christians, then the world will see
that we're actually pretty reasonable folks and want to follow Jesus. We believe that if
Christians just cleaned up our act, then Jesus could finally captivate the hearts and
minds of our neighbors. The only problem with this view is that it has no basis in the
example or teaching of Jesus.”

Justin Taylor

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute and utter
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your
reward is great in heaven.”

Matthew 5:10-12

“Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you.”
1John 313

“The love for equals is a human thing—of friend for friend, brother for brother. It is to
love what is loving and lovely. The world smiles. The love for the less fortunate is a
beautiful thing—the love for those who suffer, for those who are poor, the sick, the
failures, the unlovely. This is compassion, and it touches the heart of the world. The
love for the more fortunate is a rare thing—to love those who succeed where we falil,
to rejoice without envy with those who rejoice... The world is always bewildered by its
saints. And then there is the love for the enemy-love for the one who does not love
you but mocks, threatens, and inflicts pain. The tortured's love for the torturer. This is
God's love. It conquers the world.”

Frederick Buechner, The Magnificent Defeat

On the Art:

And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the
way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, that they might travel by day
and by night. The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night did not depart
from before the people. Exodus 13:20-21

During Lent, we retrace Israel’s journey from slavery to freedom through the
wilderness, stepping away from the light pollution of our busy lives and the illusion
of self-dependence so that we might see more clearly the light of God dwelling
among His people.



Order of Worship

GATHERING

Grace Alone

| was an orphan lost at the fall

Running away when I'd hear you call
But Father you worked your will

| had no righteousness of my own

| had no right to draw near your throne
But Father you loved me still

And in love before you laid the world's foundation
You predestined to adopt me as your own

You have raised me up so high above my station
I'm a child of God by grace and grace alone

You left your home to seek out the lost
You knew the great and terrible cost
But Jesus your face was set

| worked my fingers down to the bone
But nothing | did could ever atone

But Jesus you paid my debt

By Your blood | have redemption and salvation

Lord you died that | might reap what you have sown
And you rose that | might be a new creation

| am born again by grace and grace alone

| was in darkness all of my life

| never knew the day from the night
But Spirit you made me see

| swore | knew the way on my own
Head full of rocks a heart made of stone
But Spirit you moved in me

And at your touch my sleeping spirit was awakened
On my darkened heart the light of Christ has shone
Called into a kingdom that cannot be shaken
Heaven's citizen by grace and grace alone



So I'll stand in faith by grace and grace alone
I will run the race by grace and grace alone

I will slay my sin by grace and grace alone

| will reach the end by grace and grace alone

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lord his God,

who made heaven and earth,

the sea, and all that is in them,

who keeps faith forever;

who executes justice for the oppressed,

who gives food to the hungry.

The Lord sets the prisoners free;

the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.

The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down;
the Lord loves the righteous.

The Lord watches over the sojourners;

he upholds the widow and the fatherless,

but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.

The Lord will reign forever,
your God, O Zion, to all generations.
Praise the Lord!
Psalm 146:5-10

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be
done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

GATHERING SONG

Holy, Holy, Holy

Holy, holy, holy!

Lord God Almighty

Early in the morning

Our song shall rise to Thee



Holy, holy, holy!
Merciful and mighty
God in three persons
Blessed Trinity!

Holy, holy, holy!

Though the darkness hide Thee
Though the eye of sinful man
Thy glory may not see

Only Thou art holy
There is none beside Thee
Perfect in power, in love and purity

Holy, holy, holy!

Lord God Almighty

All Thy works shall praise Thy name
In earth and sky and sea

Holy, holy, holy!
Merciful and mighty
God in three persons
Blessed Trinity

PRAISE SONG

Yet Not I but Through Christ in Me

What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer

There is no more for heaven now to give

He is my joy my righteousness and freedom

My steadfast love my deep and boundless peace
To this | hold my hope is only Jesus

For my life is wholly bound to his

Oh how strange and divine | can sing all is mine
Yet not | but through Christ in me

The night is dark but | am not forsaken

For by my side the Saviour he will stay

| labour on in weakness and rejoicing

For in my need his power is displayed

To this | hold my Shepherd will defend me
Through the deepest valley he will lead

Oh the night has been won and | shall overcome



Yet not | but through Christ in me

No fate | dread | know | am forgiven

The future sure the price it has been paid

For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
And he was raised to overthrow the grave

To this | hold my sin has been defeated

Jesus now and ever is my plea

Oh the chains are released | can sing | am free
Yet not | but through Christ in me

With every breath | long to follow Jesus

For he has said that he will bring me home

And day by day | know he will renew me

Until | stand with joy before the throne

To this | hold my hope is only Jesus

All the glory evermore to him

When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat
Yet not | but through Christ in me

CONFESSION & ASSURANCE

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, we confess that so often our discipleship has been weak. We have
failed to serve as Jesus served. We have failed to love one another as Jesus loves us.
We have been happy to proclaim our devotion to Jesus with our lips and have denied
him by our actions. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for sincere repentance and empower
us by your Spirit to be steady and true to you in every time of trial; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom
of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Colossians 1:13-14

RENEWAL SONG

O Come To The Altar

Are you hurting and broken within
Overwhelmed by the weight of your sin
Jesus is calling



Have you come to the end of yourself
Do you thirst for a drink from the well
Jesus is calling

O come to the altar

The Father's arms are open wide
Forgiveness was bought with

The precious blood of Jesus Christ

Leave behind your regrets and mistakes
Come today there's no reason to wait
Jesus is calling

Bring your sorrows and trade them for joy
From the ashes a new life is born

Jesus is calling

Bear your cross as you wait for the crown
Tell the world of the treasure you've found

PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST
May the peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

CHILDREN DISMISSED (Both Services)

LIFE TOGETHER

PREACHING OF THE WORD

“Love in a Hating World” David Speakman

BYIf the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. ® If you were
of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the
world, but | chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 2 Remember
the word that | said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master. If they
persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep
yours. ' But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they
do not know him who sent me. 2 If | had not come and spoken to them, they would
not have been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. ¥ Whoever
hates me hates my Father also. ?* If | had not done among them the works that no
one else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both
me and my Father. > But the word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled: ‘They
hated me without a cause.



% “But when the Helper comes, whom | will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. ?” And you also
will bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning.

John 15:18-27

This is the Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

Sermon Notes

RESPONSE
SONG OF RESPONSE
Threefold Amen
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

OFFERTORY

Sweet Comfort

Whatever my God ordains is right
His holy will abides

I will be still whatever he does
And follow where he guides

Sweet comfort, sweet comfort
Yet shall fill my heart

Sweet comfort, sweet comfort
Sorrow shall depart

Whatever my God ordains is right

He makes my feet to stand

Though sorrow, need, or death be mine
He holds me in his hand

This bitter cup, | take it



My fainting heart restored
So here | stand, unshaken
| trust upon the Lord

He is my God though dark my road
He holds me, | shall not fall
Whatever my God ordains as right
To him | leave it all.

DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!

COMMUNION

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

COMMUNION SONG

Jesus, | My Cross Have Taken
Jesus, | my cross have taken,

All to leave and follow Thee.
Destitute, despised, forsaken,
Thou from hence my all shall be.
Perish every fond ambition,

All I've sought or hoped or known.
Yet how rich is my condition!

God and heaven are still my own.

Let the world despise and leave me,
They have left my Savior, too.

Human hearts and looks deceive me;
Thou art not, like them, untrue.



O while Thou dost smile upon me,
God of wisdom, love, and might,

Foes may hate and friends disown me,
Show Thy face and all is bright.

Man may trouble and distress me,
Twill but drive me to Thy breast.
Life with trials hard may press me;
Heaven will bring me sweeter rest.
Oh, 'tis not in grief to harm me
While Thy love is left to me;

Oh, 'twere not in joy to charm me,
Were that joy unmixed with Thee.

Go, then, earthly fame and treasure,
Come disaster, scorn and pain

In Thy service, pain is pleasure,

With Thy favor, loss is gain

| have called Thee Abba Father,

| have stayed my heart on Thee

Storms may howl, and clouds may gather;
All must work for good to me.

Soul, then know thy full salvation
Rise o'er sin and fear and care

Joy to find in every station,
Something still to do or bear.

Think what Spirit dwells within thee,
Think what Father's smiles are thine,
Think that Jesus died to win thee,
Child of heaven, canst thou repine.

Haste thee on from grace to glory,
Armed by faith, and winged by prayer.
Heaven's eternal days before thee,
God's own hand shall guide us there.
Soon shall close thy earthly mission,
Soon shall pass thy pilgrim days,
Hope shall change to glad fruition,
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise.



SENDING

SENDING SONG

The Solid Rock

My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus Christ, my righteousness;
| dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus' name.

On Christ, the solid Rock, | stand;
All other ground is sinking sand,
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils His lovely face,
| rest on His unchanging grace;

In every high and stormy gale,

My anchor holds within the veil.

His oath, His covenant, His blood,
Support me in the whelming flood,;
When all around my soul gives way,
He then is all my hope and stay.

When He shall come with trumpet sound,
Oh, may | then in Him be found;

In Him, my righteousness, alone,

Faultless to stand before the throne.

BENEDICTION

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be

gracious to you; the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.”
Numbers 6:24-26



LIFE TOGETHER

SERVE
Bagging Up Blessings - Feb. 15-Apr. 5: Fill barrels by entries with nonperishables.
Manna Bag Supplies Needed - by Mar. 31 8:30am: Shopping list in Looking Up.

CHURCH LIFE
Deacon Nominations Open - Nomination form available in Looking Up.
Gathering Hour - Feb. 23 8pm: All women invited to join us at Lot63.
MRFM Celebration Sunday - Mar. 1: Special Hope Cafe to commemorate one year.
First Wednesday Fellowship - Mar. 4 5:30-7pm: Dinner + a brief MRFM celebration.
Prayer Service - Mar. 4 7pm: All welcome to join us for a prayer service.
Poverty Awareness Simulation - Mar. 21 10am-12.30pm at Redeemer: Register now.
Praying Church Seminar - Mar. 27-28: Registration link in Looking Up.

PARENTS & CHILDREN
Combined Sunday School - Mar. 8 2nd-5th grade in Rm 203; 3s-1st grade in RM 109.
Summer Conference Registration Now Open for the Edge and RYM.
Kids Connection - February Verse - So we have come to know and to believe the
love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and
God abides in him.1John 416

FINANCIAL UPDATE AS OF FEBRUARY 17TH, 2025

Actual Budget
to Date through 2/28 Difference
Income $141,892 $188,571 -$46,679 -24.75%
Expense $242,814 $267,633 -$24,819 -9.27%
Surplus (Deficit) -$100,922 -$79,062

ANNUAL MINISTRY BUDGET: $1,558,309
MAKING ROOM FOR MORE UPDATE

Campaign Campaign | Gifts Received Beyond Total Funds
Goal | Commitments Commitments Received to Date

$8.6 million $5,243,302 $729,920 $4,360,887
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