
The rumor mill was working overtime in Mary’s life. Have you seen gossip and rumors
become a problem at your school?
Do you join in or shut them down?
Read Luke 2:19: "But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her
heart." Are there any events in your life that you “ponder” from time to time?
What are some of your most-treasured memories?
When you are discouraged, do you have any stories of God’s faithfulness that you
reflect on?
How can this group remind one another of how God has shown up in their lives?

SERIES SUMMARY
We all have things in our family histories we aren’t proud of. There are relatives or
relationships that we find cringe-worthy. No other time of the year pulls those
embarrassing incidences into the light like the holidays. But what if I told you that
in the middle of the Christmas story we find more family drama than any of our
unique family trees.
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SCRIPTURE

"But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered
them in her heart."
 {Luke 2 : 19}

BOTTOM LINE

The middle of your journey matters.



Luke’s account of Jesus’s birth is filled with the most details. So,
where did Luke get all those details? He said he interviewed
witnesses for all the accounts in his book. There were only two
possible witnesses, and we’re pretty sure Joseph was much older
than Mary and died early— thus, Jesus instructed John to take
care of his mother. Therefore, he must have spoken to Mary. Can
you imagine how difficult that part of her life was? She was told
she would be the mother of the Messiah, would be pregnant
outside of marriage, and she would have to live with a relative
when the rumor mill got going. There was so much drama! There
was no family member she could stay with in Joseph’s hometown
during the census. And yet, Luke tells us, she “treasured” all those
memories. She counted them as precious and valuable. She must
have known that this story wasn’t over. God was still at work. And
with that perspective, she could persevere during the difficult
times.
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