
Reflection Questions: Gospel Hope for Defiled Hearts 

Based on Romans 3:9-20 

1. Confronting Spiritual Privilege 

Paul shocked his Jewish audience by saying they were "no better off" than 
Gentiles despite their religious advantages. What spiritual, educational, or 
cultural privileges do you rely on that might give you a false sense of security 
before God? How might these advantages actually become barriers to genuine 
faith? 

2. The Universality of Sin in Professional Life 

Romans 3:9 emphasizes that "all are under sin" regardless of background. In 
your professional or academic environment, how do you see evidence of the 
universal need for redemption Paul talks about? How does this reality affect 
how you view colleagues, friends, or evem those you consider "less moral" 
than yourself? 

3. Examining Your Heart's True Orientation 

Paul describes hearts that "turn away from God" (verses 10-12). When you 
honestly examine your daily priorities, decision-making patterns, and deepest 
desires, what evidence do you find of your heart's natural inclination toward 
or away from God? What would it look like to actively "seek God" in your 
current life circumstances? 

4. The Power of Words to Reveal Character 

Paul quoted Old Testament texts to demonstrate that our "conversation" 
reveals our defiled hearts (verses 13-14). Reflect on your recent 
conversations, social media posts, or internal dialogue. How do your 
words—spoken and unspoken—reveal the true condition of your heart? What 
patterns of deception, bitterness, or spiritual pride do you notice? 

5. Recognizing Destructive Patterns in Relationships 

Paul describes conduct that brings "ruin and misery" to human relationships 
(verses 15-18). What relational patterns in your life consistently lead to 
conflict, hurt, or distance? How might these patterns reflect the deeper 



spiritual reality of being "under sin" rather than just personality conflicts or 
communication issues? 

6. The Silence of Intellectual Pride 

Pastor Sam talked about "guilty silence before God" when every excuse is 
exhausted and every argument rebutted. What arguments or rationalizations 
do you use to avoid acknowledging your own guilt and need for God's grace? 

7. The Limitation of Self-Improvement 

Paul states that "by works of the law no human being will be justified." How 
does this challenge today’s emphasis on self-improvement, moral progress, 
and personal achievement? What "works" do you subtly rely on to feel 
acceptable to God or others? 

8. Living with Gospel Hope in Despair 

The sermon concludes with "BUT NOW" as a word of hope breaking into a 
world under condemnation. When you face seasons of moral failure, relational 
breakdown, or spiritual dryness, how does understanding your position 
"under sin" lead you to hope rather than despair? How does this change your 
approach to confession and repentance? 

9. The Fear of God in Decision-Making 

The passage ends with "there is no fear of God before their eyes." How might 
cultivating a proper "fear of God" transform your approach to ethical decisions 
in your career, relationships, and personal life? What would change if you truly 
believed God sees and judges all things? 

10. Grace as the Foundation for Identity 

Given that justification comes through faith in Christ rather than works, how 
does this truth reshape your understanding of personal worth and identity? 
How might this gospel hope change the way you relate to both your successes 
and failures in life? 

 


