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From the Pastor

continue on page 2....

Well here we are; Flowertown is alive and bustling. There are so many things that

are going on all around us. Life is on the move. It seems as if someone has woken a

sleeping giant and the painter of life has put color all over, not to mention the

pollen. As Spring reaches its full bloom, Easter arrives as a celebration rich with

meaning, tradition, and hope. Observed by millions around the world, Easter

marks a time of renewal—both in nature and in spirit. Flowers blossom, days grow

longer, and communities come together to celebrate fresh beginnings. I believe

that is one thing that I love about the Flowertown Festival - people are coming out

after the long winter nap.

 For many, Easter holds deep religious significance, commemorating themes of

resurrection, faith, and redemption. Church services, sunrise gatherings, and

shared meals with loved ones are central to the holiday’s observance. We mesh the

traditions of yesterday with the new activities of today. 

Growing up, I remember dying Easter eggs with my family. Colorful Easter eggs

have become a universal symbol of the season.  Whether dyed in vibrant hues,

hidden in backyard egg hunts, or crafted from chocolate, eggs represent new life

and creativity.  Children delight in these traditions, while adults often find joy in

carrying them forward year after year. Oh, even as adults, my family chases around

the yard trying to find the most eggs.



2

From the Pastor continued .....

Celebrate Easter at Bethany – 
A Time to Invite and Rejoice!
Easter is a time of renewal, hope, and joy—a time to

celebrate the resurrection of our Savior, Jesus Christ!

This year, we invite you to join us for one of our special

Easter services and encourage you to bring a family

member, neighbor, or friend with you. Easter is one of

the most meaningful times to extend an invitation, as so

many are searching for a place to belong and a message

of hope. We have several opportunities to worship

together on Easter Sunday, April 5:

Sunrise Service – 6:30 am in Azalea Park

 Experience the beauty of Easter morning as we gather in

the peaceful setting of Azalea Park to celebrate the risen

Christ. Please bring your own lawn chair. In the event of

rain, we will move the service to Spell Chapel.

Traditional Worship – 8:30 am in the Sanctuary

Celebrate Easter with inspiring music, scripture, and a

message of hope in our beautiful Sanctuary.

Contemporary Worship (Word & Table) – 

11 am in the Fellowship Hall

Join us for a dynamic worship experience filled with

uplifting praise and worship music and a meaningful

message of Christ’s victory over the grave! 

Easter is a powerful reminder of God’s love and the

promise of new life.  We look forward to celebrating with

you. He is risen indeed!

Easter Services 

Another tradition: the Easter Bunny. The Bunny, both playful and mysterious, adds a whimsical touch, delivering treats

and smiles to families everywhere. Meanwhile, seasonal foods such as glazed ham, fresh-baked breads, and sweet

confections bring people together around the table, reinforcing the importance of connection and gratitude.

 Beyond the festivities, Easter offers a moment to pause and reflect. It invites us to embrace renewal in our own lives - 

to let go of what no longer serves us and to welcome growth, kindness, and possibility. Whether through quiet reflection,

community gatherings, or simple acts of generosity, the spirit of Easter encourages us to move forward with hope. With

all the things that this season has become, I pray that we do not forget the meaning of it all. It was a Holy Week filled with

cheering and jeering. There was shouts of "Hosannas" and verdicts of "Crucify Him." While we were reaching out to touch

him at one time, in an instant it was turning on him that continues to haunt us today. Let's not forget His words, 

"Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing," and remember that His death on the cross is for us all.

And in the end, the tomb is empty, our Lord has claimed the victory over death and we are the better for it. 

 As you celebrate this season, may your days be filled with warmth, renewal, and joy as we remember what our God has

done for us and that He is here for us all. Happy Easter!



Bethany NOW – Finishing the Season Strong!

As we head into April, we’re wrapping up another

meaningful season of Bethany NOW—and there’s still

time to join us for a few more weeks of connection,

great meals, and spiritual growth. Each Wednesday

evening has been filled with fellowship and

encouragement, and we’re so thankful for the many

hands that have prepared and served delicious

homemade dinners throughout the season.

Dinner is served each week from 5:00–6:00 PM, followed

by opportunities to learn, grow, and connect.

Here’s what’s ahead for April:

April 1

No Bethany NOW (Holy Week)

April 8

Dinner: Lasagna, Salad, Garlic Bread, Dessert

The Study of Revelation class continues

A Look At The Gospels with Rev. Isaac Dusenbury

April 15

Dinner: Chicken Enchiladas, Spanish Rice, Cake

The Study of Revelation class continues

A Look At The Gospels with Rev. Isaac Dusenbury

April 22

Dinner: Fried Chicken, Mac and Cheese, 

        Green Beans, Dessert

The Study of Revelation class continues

A Look At The Gospels with Rev. Isaac Dusenbury

April 29 Last Bethany NOW 

Dinner: Hotdogs, Coleslaw, Chips, Dessert

The Study of Revelation class continues

A Look At The Gospels with Rev. Isaac Dusenbury

Children and Youth will have their regular activities. 

The Cherub, Melody and Wesley choirs will be working

on the spring musical.

Whether you’ve been attending all along or are thinking

about joining for the first time, we would love to have

you with us as we close out this special season. Come

enjoy a meal, connect with others, and be encouraged

in your faith. Let’s finish Bethany NOW together—

there’s still something here for you! 3

The Last Supper – A Powerful Holy Week
Experience
The room is set, and the disciples enter the room knowing

that their leader is in peril. Join us for a moving and

unforgettable presentation of The Last Supper, a dramatic

portrayal inspired by Leonardo da Vinci’s famous painting.

This meaningful production brings the disciples to life as

they reflect on their relationship with Jesus during that

final, sacred meal.

Performances will take place on Maundy Thursday, April 2

and Good Friday, April 3 at 7:30 pm in the Sanctuary. 

Each disciple shares his thoughts and emotions, creating a

powerful and personal look at the events leading up to the

crucifixion.

This unique experience offers a deeper understanding of

Holy Week and invites us to reflect on our own faith

journey. Whether you have attended before or this will be

your first time, The Last Supper is a meaningful way to

prepare your heart for Easter.

The presentation is free, but tickets are required. 

Limited tickets are still available. 



Katie’s Krops Desserts Needed! 
We are in need of 600 individually wrapped

homemade desserts to be paired with Katie’s Krops

meals on April 16 for the hungry in the local area. 

Please deliver to the Business Office by Thursday, 

April 16 no later than 11 am. 

Please scan the QR code to sign up for a spot. 

Thank you for your help with this ministry.

 

Missions
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United Women of Faith-

Thank you to everyone for your 

generous donations—our church 

family continues to reflect such 

caring and compassionate hearts! 

We are currently collecting items 

for Lowcountry Orphan Relief, 

with a special need for school supplies such as pocket

folders and rulers. They also welcome gently used or

new clothing, as well as medium-sized stuffed animals.

Donations may be placed in the collection box located

in the hallway by the Business Office. We will be

receiving items through May 3. Thank you for your

continued support of this meaningful mission!

Bethany’s Prayer Group
 We are excited to share that Bethany now has a

dedicated prayer group committed to lifting up our

church family in prayer. If you have a specific

prayer request, please send it to 

prayers@bethany-umc.com.

We also encourage our Sunday School classes to

take advantage of this ministry. All prayer requests

will be shared with Pastor Isaac and a devoted

team of prayer warriors who will faithfully pray

over each need.

Blessing Box Donations Needed
As we approach spring break and look ahead to summer, we are

reminded of an increased need in our community. When school is

out, many children are home more during the day, and for some

families, access to regular meals becomes more difficult.

Bethany’s Blessing Box is a vital ministry that operates entirely on

donations, providing food and essential items to those in need at

any time of day. Your generosity helps ensure that no one in our

community goes without.

We kindly ask that you keep the Blessing Box in mind during your

regular shopping trips. Non-perishable food items, easy-to-

prepare meals, and basic necessities are always appreciated.

Thank you for continuing to support this important mission and

for being the hands and feet of Christ in our community.
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Children’s Ministries

Join the Adventure: 

Snowball Mountain Challenge is Coming!

Get ready for an exciting week of faith, fun, and

adventure at this year’s Vacation Bible School—Snowball

Mountain Challenge: Find Your Strength in God! Join us

June 15–19 as children discover how God gives us

strength in every situation through engaging lessons,

music, crafts, and activities.

Registration is now open—and classes are filling up fast!

VBS is available for children currently in 4K through 5th

grade. Don’t wait to secure your spot:

https://bethanyumc.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/605/resp

onses/new

Volunteer Opportunities – Help Us Make It
Happen
We need your help to make this incredible week possible!

We are especially looking for classroom leaders and

assistants. These roles are simple and rewarding—

volunteers guide children through daily rotations and

help wrap up with meaningful reflection time. All

materials and plans are provided.

To support our volunteers, we will offer a nursery and a

3K class during VBS for volunteers’ children.

Volunteer Training will be held on Saturday, April 25 at

9:30am in Room 213. We’ll walk through the curriculum,

daily schedule, and everything you need to feel confident

and prepared. Childcare will be available.

Help Us Get Ready
Decorating for Snowball Mountain will begin at the end of

May, and we’d love extra hands! You can also pick up

simple projects to complete at home on the 3rd floor by

the elevator.

Want to support VBS in another way? We’ve created an

Amazon Wishlist with needed supplies for decorations,

crafts, and activities:

 https://a.co/04ELLBbD

Teen Helpers – We Need You
We’re also inviting teen helpers (6th grade and up) to

serve by assisting in classrooms and activity areas. If

interested, please contact Christina Robinson at

christinamrobinson@hotmail.com.

Most importantly, we ask for your prayers—for the

children who will attend, for the volunteers who will

serve, and for lives to be impacted through God’s love.

If you’re ready to volunteer or have questions, please

email Emily. We would love to have you be part of this

amazing week!

Spring is such a wonderful time of year… new growth,

new life – there are so many things to celebrate! At

Bethany CDC, spring is exciting because we get to see

how much our preschool and kindergarten students have

grown throughout the school year. The CDC halls are

filled with the joyful sounds of children laughing and

singing, relishing the independence of newfound skills

and the comfort of warm friendships made here at

school. We are truly blessed by our sweet students and

families!

 Child Development Center
BY TONI PINKARD

BY EMLY VICK
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Children’s Ministries

Easter Egg Hunt
Get ready for one of the most exciting events of the season—

our Easter Egg Hunt is just around the corner! Join us on

Saturday, April 4 at 2pm sharp for an afternoon full of fun,

laughter, and celebration.

We have something special planned for every age group:

Preschoolers will enjoy their hunt on the playground

Kindergarten–2nd Grade will search for eggs in Azalea Park

3rd–5th Grade will take part in a fun and engaging activity

at the Youth House

There will be LOTS of eggs to find—filled with candy and fun

prizes—so bring your baskets and get ready to hunt! 

And don’t miss a special visit from the Easter Bunny, who will

be stopping by to greet families and take photos.

After the hunt, everyone is invited to stay for cookies and

drinks on the playground, along with time for children to play

and families to enjoy fellowship together. It’s a wonderful

opportunity to celebrate the joy of Easter as a church family.

We can’t wait to see you there!

Butterfly Release – 
Celebrating New Life in Christ

Spring is a season of beauty, growth, and new

beginnings—and our Elementary Sunday School children

are experiencing it in a very special way! Over the past

few weeks, they have been watching tiny caterpillars

grow and transform, learning firsthand about the

incredible process of metamorphosis. Each Sunday, the

children explore how these small creatures change and

grow, while also discovering how this transformation

reflects our own spiritual journey. 

This meaningful experience will come to a joyful

conclusion on Easter morning with a butterfly release, a

powerful symbol of resurrection and new life. Just as the

butterfly emerges from the chrysalis, we celebrate the

risen Christ and the promise of new life He brings to

each of us.

We invite you to join us at 10:30 AM at the Flowering

Cross for this special moment. It will be a beautiful time

of reflection and celebration as we watch the butterflies

take flight—reminding us of the joy and hope of Easter.

Be sure to stop by the Elementary Sunday School room

before then to see the caterpillars and chrysalides up

close. It’s a simple yet powerful experience that brings

the message of Easter to life in a way our children—and

all of us—will remember.

 

Spring Musical – A Joyful Celebration of Music
and Faith
Our children have been working hard, and we are excited to

invite you to a very special Spring Musical presented by all

three of our children’s choirs—Cherub, Melody, and Wesley

Choirs!

Join us on Sunday, April 26 during the 8:30 AM service as our

children lead us in worship through music. This meaningful

presentation is sure to be a highlight of the season,

showcasing their hard work, joy, and growing faith.

To help prepare, please note these important rehearsal dates:

Wednesday, April 22 – Full rehearsal for Melody & Wesley

Choirs during Bethany NOW

Saturday, April 25 at 9:30 am – Final rehearsal for all

participating choirs

We are so proud of these young singers and the time they’ve

dedicated to preparing for this special morning. Be sure to

come and support them as they share their gifts and help

lead us in worship!
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Join Us for the National Day of Prayer
Breakfast

Thursday, May 7, 2026 

7am $10 per person

Seeking Him in All Generations  1 Chronicles 16:24 NASB

Gather for the 4  annual National Day of Prayer Breakfast

on May 7 for a time of prayer, music, and fellowship with

others in our community. A delicious breakfast will be

served at 7:00am in the Bethany Fellowship Hall, followed

by an inspirational program. 

th

This year’s keynote speaker will be Raphael James with

WCSC Live 5 News.  A TV anchor, journalist and author,

Raphael has been with WCSC’s Live Five News for more

than two decades, bringing the day’s most important

stories into homes across the Lowcountry. Raphael and co-

anchor Ann McGill have made history as the first Black

main anchor team at WCSC-TV.

 Raphael James is the author of his memoir “I Don’t Want

To Talk About It: A Journalist’s Essays on Autism,

Dementia, Religion, and God”. In it he describes being the

son of a special needs father and the father to a special

needs son. Raphael is a proud graduate of Paine College

and is deeply committed to his community, faith, and

family. A member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., he has

always woven service into his life’s work. He is happily

married to his college sweetheart, Sarena, and they share

three wonderful children —Jaydn, Nia, and Grant. 

Guest ministers from several Summerville area churches

will lead attendees in prayer and music selections will be

performed by members of the Palmetto Bronze Handbell

Ensemble along with singing by several music groups from

area churches. 

Bethany is partnering with the Summerville YMCA to host

this inspirational program. Tickets can be purchased at the

church (contact Emily Vick), at the YMCA or through the 

QR code provided above. 

Altar flowers - Available Dates!
lAltar flowers are a beautiful way to honor or remember

a loved one, or to celebrate a special occasion.

Several dates are still available, including May 24 (red

flowers for Pentecost), June 7, June 28, and additional

openings later in the year.

To reserve your date, please contact Mandy Killiri at

mkilliri@bethany-umc.com or 843.873.1230. You may

also sign up on the calendar located on the bulletin

board in the Sanctuary hallway.

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/i-dont-want-to-talk-about-it-raphael-james/1146979463
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/i-dont-want-to-talk-about-it-raphael-james/1146979463
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/i-dont-want-to-talk-about-it-raphael-james/1146979463
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Worship is at the heart of our life together at Bethany,

bringing us into God’s presence through prayer, music,

Scripture, and community. Each week, our church family

gathers in different ways to glorify God, and it takes many

faithful hands and hearts to make each service meaningful

and welcoming.

We currently offer two worship opportunities each Sunday:

8:30 AM Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary, featuring

our full choir and a rich, reverent liturgical experience. 

11:00 AM Word & Table Contemporary Service in the

Fellowship Hall, led by a praise band in a more relaxed

and modern setting. 

Behind the scenes, several dedicated teams help make

worship happen:

Altar Guild

 This team faithfully prepares the Sanctuary for worship,

including setting up for monthly communion, decorating for

the Christmas season, and organizing poinsettias and Easter

lilies. Their quiet, behind-the-scenes service helps create a

beautiful and meaningful worship environment.

Greeters & Ushers

 Often the very first faces people see on Sunday morning,

our greeters and ushers play a vital role in hospitality. They

welcome guests, help people find seats, manage the flow of

the service, and assist with collecting tithes and offerings.

Their warmth and attentiveness set the tone for a positive

worship experience.

Technical Ministries

 From sound to screens, our technical team is essential to

every service. They ensure that microphones, music, and

media run smoothly, and they provide audio-visual support

for the Word & Table service. This ministry is especially in

need of additional volunteers—no prior experience is

necessary, just a willingness to learn and serve!

Worship is truly a team effort, and there is a place for

everyone to get involved. Whether you enjoy working

behind the scenes or greeting people with a smile, your gifts

can help create a meaningful worship experience for all.

If you feel called to serve in any of these areas, we would

love to have you join us!

A big thank you to everyone who supported our Oyster

Roast fundraiser benefiting Summerville Salkehatchie!

It was a wonderful event filled with delicious oysters,

great food, and meaningful fellowship—all while

supporting an incredible mission. We are so grateful for

the generosity and enthusiasm of our church family.

Bethany truly has the best congregation!

Mission Spotlight



Join us for our next Happy Hearts Luncheon on 

Friday, April 24, featuring Melody Templeton - speaker,

author, musician, and Bible teacher.

Melody enjoys helping people connect Scripture to

everyday life. She will be sharing a message called 

7 Proverbs for Life, an exploration of seven practical

insights from the Book of Proverbs. 

Through storytelling, reflection, and a brief journaling

exercise, she will show how small habits of wisdom can

lead to a life filled with purpose, joy, and diligence.

Melody has published several Bible reading journals to

help people spend more intentional time in God’s Word.

She has also co-authored the book Talk Is Cheap: 

The Mirror Never Lies with Gary McDonald. The book was

written for student athletes and their parents and

focuses on how character, attitude, and personal

responsibility affect the way athletes are seen by college

recruiters and coaches thereby opening doors to college

opportunities and scholarships. Melody is the mother of

three and grandmother of four and sings with the

Charleston Sound Chorus, which she and her husband

founded. Melody and her husband attend First Baptist

Church of Charleston, where he serves as the Minister of

Music.

Bethany Happy Hearts Luncheon is open to anyone that

would like to attend, but reservations are required.  

The menu will be ham, potato salad, green beans, roll,

dessert, and tea, all for only $10. If you register and

cannot come, you will still be responsible for the cost,

unless you call and cancel.To make reservations for the

April 24 luncheon, call Dot at 843.343.5450, or email her

at dmprevatte@yahoo.com by Sunday, April 19.

Doors open 11:15 am, so come early to enjoy fellowship

before lunch is served at 12 pm. 

9

Happy Hearts Luncheon

mailto:dmprevatte@yahoo.com
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Youth Ascend

Senior Recognition 
Do you have a graduating senior in the Class of 2026?

We would love to honor them during our Senior

Recognition Sunday on May 17 at Bethany UMC! 

We are beginning to gather names of our graduating

seniors, and we don’t want to miss anyone. If your

student is graduating this year, please complete the

form below with your senior’s name and the school

they are graduating from. Thank you, and we look

forward to celebrating this milestone with you!

Confirmation Retreat

Our 2026 Confirmation Retreat was a truly meaningful

filled with faith, fellowship, and growth. We were blessed

to have an incredible group of confirmands, along with

dedicated adult mentors and volunteers who poured their

time, energy, and hearts into this experience. 

It was inspiring to see relationships deepen and faith come

alive in such a special way.
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Recreational Ministries
BY KYLE BOCZKOWSKI

Summer is just around the corner, and Bethany’s 

Summer Camps are a great way for students to stay

active, learn new skills, make friends, and have fun in a

positive Christian environment.

Led by experienced instructors and coaches from our

church and the Charleston community, each camp offers a

supportive space where students can grow in confidence,

build friendships, and develop their abilities.

Whether trying something new or building on existing

skills, Bethany Summer Camps are the perfect place to

learn, grow, and have fun this summer.

Registration is now open—sign up early as spots may fill

quickly!
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