THE CHURCH

298 Lord, You Give the Great Commission
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1 Lord, you give the great com-mis-sion: “Heal the sick and
2 Lord, you call us to your ser-vice: “In my name bap-
3 Lord, you make the com - mon ho-ly: “This, my bod - vy;
4 Lord, you show wus love’s true mea-sure: “Fa - ther, what they
5 Lord, you bless with words as - sur-ing: “I am with you
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preach the word.” Lest the church ne - glect its  mis-sion, and the
tize and teach.” That the world may trust your prom-ise, life a-
this, my blood.” Let us all, for earth’strue glo-ry  dai - ly
do, for - give.” Yet we hoard as pri - vate trea-sure all that
to the end.”  Faith and hope and love re - stor-ing, may we
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gos - pel go un - heard, help us wit - ness to your
bun - dant meant for each, give us all new fer - vor,
lift life heav - en - ward, ask - ing that the world a-
you so free - ly give. May your care and mer - cy
serve  as you in - tend, and, a - mid the cares that
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United by the refrain after each stanza, this text relies on passages from Matthew and Luke to highlight
various dimensions of the church’s mission and ministry in the world. It was written for use with this tune,
composed in the village near Bristol, England, for which it is named.

TEXT: Jeffery W. Rowthorn, 1978
MUSIC: Cyril Vincent Taylor, 1941
Text © 1978 Hope Publishing Company

Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company
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pur - pose with re - newed in - teg - ri - ty:
draw us clos - er in com - mu - ni - ty:
round us share your chil -dren’s lib - er - ty:  with the Spir-it's
lead wus to a just so -c - e -ty
claim us, hold in mind e - ter - ni- ty:
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gifts em-power us for the work of min - is - try.
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DEDICATION AND STEWARDSHIP

Though | May Speak 693

The Gift of Love
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1 Though I may  speak with brav - est fire,
2 Though I may  give all I  pos - sess,
3 Come, Spir - it, come, our hearts con - trol;
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and have the gift to all in - spire,
and striv - ing SO my love pro - fess,
our spir - its long to be made whole.
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and have not love, my words are vain,
but not be given by love with - in,
Let in-ward love guide ev - ery deed;
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as sound-ing  brass, and hope - less  gain.
the prof - it soon turns strange-ly thin.
by this we  wor - ship, and are  freed.

As paraphrases of 1 Corinthians 13:1, 3 the first two stanzas here are in the first person singular, yet they lead
into a plural prayer for the gift of such love, for it thrives in community. These words are especially poignant
with this adaptation of an English folk melody.

TEXT: Hal H. Hopson, 1972 GIFT OF LOVE
MUSIC: English folk melody; adapt. Hal H. Hopson, 1972 LM
Text and Music © 1972 Hope Publishing Company



JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

Called as Partners in Christ’s Service /61
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1 Called as part-ners in Christ’s ser-vice, called to min-is-tries of grace,
2 Christ’s ex-am-ple, Christ’s in-spir-ing, Christ’s clear call to work and worth,
3 Thus new pat-terns for Christ’s mis-sion, in a small or glob-al sense,
4 So God grantus for to - mor-row ways to or-der hu - man life
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we re-spond with deep com-mit-ment fresh new lines of faith to  trace.
let wus fol-low, nev-er fal-tering, rec - on - cil - ing folk on earth.

help us bear each oth - er’s bur-dens, break-ing down each wall or  fence.
that sur-round each per - son’s sor-row with a calm that con-quers strife.
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May we learn the art of shar-ing, side by side and friend with friend,
Men and wom-en, rich-er, poor-er, all God’s peo-ple, young and old,
Words of com - fort, words of  vi-sion, words of chal-lenge, said with care,

Make us part-ners in our liv-ing, our com-pas-sion to in - crease,
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e - qual part-ners in our car-ing to ful-fill God’s cho-sen end.
blend-ing hu-man skills to - geth-er gra-cious gifts from God un - fold.
bring new power and strength for ac-tion, make us col-leagues, free and fair.
mes - sen-gers of faith, thus giv-ing hope and con - fi - dence and peace.
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This hymn is a celebration of mutuality and diversity as well as a challenge to the Christian community to
live out a ministry of reconciliation and inclusion. This 20th-century text is set to a 19th-century tune named
for the noted pastor and preacher Henry Ward Beecher.

TEXT: Jane Parker Huber, 1981 BEECHER
MUSIC: John Zundel, 1870 8.7.8.7.D
Text © 1981 Jane Parker Huber (admin. Westminster John Knox Press) (alternate tune: EBENEZER)



