JESUS CHRIST: ASCENSION AND RE
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1 A might-y for - tress is our God, a bul-wark nev - er
2 Did we in our own strength con-fide, our striv-ing would be

3 And though this world, with
4 That word a - bove all

dev -
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filled, should threat-en
earth - ly powers, no

to un-
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fail - ing. Our help - er  he, a - mid the flood of
los - ing, were not the right man on our side, the
do us, we will not fear, for God  hath willed his
bid - eth. The Spir - it and the gifts are  ours through
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mor - tal ills pre - vail - ing. For still our an - cient foe doth
man of God’s own choos - ing. Dost ask who that may be? Christ
truth to  tri-umph through us. The Prince of Dark-ness grim, we
him who with us sid - eth. Let goods and kin - dred go, this
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seek to  work us  woe. His craft and power are great, and
Je - sus, it is he. Lord Sab - a - oth his name, from
trem-ble not for him. His rage we can en - dure, for
mor - tal life al - so. The bod - y they may kill; God’'s
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Long before Isaac Watts began to Christianize the Psalms, Martin Luther had already done so when he
created the text and tune for this, his most famous hymn, which is based on Psalm 46. Luther encouraged
metrical versions of psalms as well as chanted psalms and new hymns.

TEXT: Martin Luther, 1529; trans. Frederick Henry Hedge, 1852

MUSIC: Martin Luther, 1529, alt.
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armed with cru - el hate, on earth is not his e - qual.
age to age the same, and he must win the bat - tle.
lo, his doom is sure. One lit - tle word shall fell him.
truth a - bid-eth still. His king-dom 1is for - ev - er
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THE CHURCH

298 Lord, You Give the Great Commission
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Lord, you give the great com-mis-sion: “Heal the sick and
Lord, you call wus to your ser-vice: “In my name bap-
Lord, you make the com - mon ho-ly: “This, my bod - vy;

Lord, you show wus love’s true mea-sure: “Fa - ther, what they
Lord, you bless with words as - sur-ing:  “I am with you
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preach the word.” Lest the church ne - glect its  mis-sion, and the
tize and teach.” That the world may trust your prom-ise, life a-
this, my blood.” Let wus all, for earth’strue glo-ry  dai - ly
do, for - give.”  Yet we hoard as pri - vate trea-sure all that
to the end.”  Faith and hope and love re - stor-ing, may we
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gos - pel go un - heard, help us wit - ness to your
bun - dant meant for each, give us all new fer - o
lift life heav - en - ward, ask - ing that the world a-
you so free - ly give. May vour care and mer - cy
serve as you in - tend, and, a - mid the cares that
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United by the refrain after each stanza, this text relies on passages from Matthew and Luke to highlight
various dimensions of the church’s mission and ministry in the world. It was written for use with this tune,
composed in the village near Bristol, England, for which it is named.

TEXT: Jeffery W. Rowthorn, 1978 ABBOT’S LEIGH
MUSIC: Cyril Vincent Taylor, 1941 8.7.8.7.D
Text © 1978 Hope Publishing Company

Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company
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pur - pose with re - newed in - teg - ri - ty:
draw us clos - er in com - mu - ni - ty:
round us share your chil - dren’s lib - er - ty: with the Spir -it's
lead us to a just so - d e - ty:
claim us, hold in mind e - ter - ni- ty:
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gifts  em-power us for the work of min - is - try
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CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

For the Fruit of All Creation 30
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re-ward of la-bor, God's will be done.
3 For the har-vests of  the Spir-it, thanks be to God.
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For the gifts to ev - ery na- tion, thanks be to God.
In the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s will  be done.
For  the good we all in - her - it, thanks be to God.
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For the plow - ing, sow-ing, reap -ing, si - lent growth while we are
In our world-wide task of «car - ing for the hun - gry and de-
For the won - ders that as-tound us, for the truths that still con-
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sleep-ing, fu-ture needs in earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to God.
spair-ing, in the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will be done.
found us, most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God.
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Originally called “Harvest Hymn,” this text is much more comprehensive than that title implies. It also deals
with stewardship, thanksgiving, and God’s endless gifts that continue to astound us. It is set to a familiar
Welsh tune whose name means “throughout the night.”

TEXT: Fred Pratt Green, 1970, alt.
MUSIC: Welsh melody, c. 1784

Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company
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