
JUDE 
INTRO - CONTEND FOR THE FAITH

TEXT: JUDE 1-4



Text: Jude 1–4 (ESV):
[1] Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James,

To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ:

[2] May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.

[3] Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common 

salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the 

faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. [4] For certain people have 

crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this condemnation, 

ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny 

our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 



Author

[1] Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James,

What do you find interesting 
about Jude’s Introduction?



Author 
● Half brother of Jesus (calls himself brother of James)

○ James, leader in the early church, epistle writer - provides credibility 

● Jude / Judas / Judah (variation of same name)
○ Mark 6:3: Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James 

and Joses and Judas and Simon? 

● Was known as follower of Jesus after the resurrection
○ Acts 1:14: All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, 

together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his 
brothers. 



Author
A servant of Jesus Christ 

Greek word doulos - slave, bound to, in subjection to another’s will
Others (Romans 1:1, Philippians 1:1, 2 Peter 1:1)

Slavery in Christ = Freedom

[17] But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become 
obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 
[18] and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. 
Romans 6:17–18 (ESV)



Audience
1b: To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ:

Called

Those chosen, invited, 
divinely selected

- Jn. 6:44
- Jn. 15:16
- Rom. 8:28-30
- Eph. 1:1-11. 2:1-10
- 1 Pet. 1:1-2

Beloved

Object of affection, of 
choice and intention 

- Rom. 8:31-39
- Eph. 3:18-19

Kept

Guarded, watched over, 
preserved, protected

- Psalm 121
- 1 Cor. 8-9
- Phil. 1:6

Why is this encouraging?



Reason for Writing

[3] Beloved, although I was very eager 

to write to you about our common 

salvation, I found it necessary to write 

appealing to you to contend for the 

faith that was once for all delivered to 

the saints.

Change of Plans:
Contend for the Faith

Intense, earnest, 
competitive, corporate  

calling 
1 Timothy 6:12



Contend for The Faith

“The essential truths of the gospel that all true 
Christians hold in common.” 

(Acts 6:7, 13:8, 14:22, 16:5, 24:24; Romans 1:5 and 16:26; Colossians 
2:7, and 1 Timothy 1:2). 

(Source: Enduring Word)

https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+6.7&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+13.8&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+14.22&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+16.5&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Acts+24.24&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Romans+1.5&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Romans+16.26&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Colossians+2.7&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Colossians+2.7&t=NKJV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=1Timothy+1.2&t=NKJV


Reason for Writing:
[4] For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated 

for this condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into 

sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 



Pervert The Grace of Our God into Sensuality 

What does this mean?



Licentiousness (NASB):

- Means rejecting moral restraint and indulging in 
ungodly lawless behavior

Jude Speaks to Behavior vs. Theology
- Distorted the freedom of grace to make way for 

immorality

- I have been set free to do what I want 
- This equals a denial of our only Master



In what ways are you seeing 
perversions of the faith today?



Thank You!

Next Week:
Consider Examples of 
Perversion & 
Judgement Pt. 1 

Text: Jude 5-13


