
Day 1 At Home Discoveries: 

Broom Stick Pulleys 
Say: So, after watching the Pulley Experiment 

Video, I think it would be fun for us to try our own 

pulley experiment! Have you ever played Tug-Of-

War? Usually that game works best if there are an 

even number of players pulling against each other. 

But what happens if 2 people pull against just 1 

person? That’s right! Typically, that 1 person 

doesn’t stand a chance. They get pulled right over! 

Well, I have a way that 1 person can pull 2 people together—even if it’s a kid 

pulling 2 adults! Think that can happen? Well, let’s see! 

The Setup: 

• Tie one end of rope about 1/3 of the way down one of the poles.  

• Have one friend hold the handle with both hands in front of him or her. 

• Have your other friend face the first person and hold the second handle 

so that the handles are parallel and about two feet apart.  

• Loop the loose end of the rope around the second handle, then back to 

the first handle.  

1st Trial: 

1. Grab the loose end of the rope and stand slightly behind and to the 

side of your first friend. 

2. Challenge your friends to pull the handles apart while you slowly pull 

the free end of the rope to pull the handles together.  

3. Which way did the broom handles move? Why?  

4. Be sure to switch places so everyone gets a chance to be the puller. 

2nd Trial: 

1. Hold your end of the rope loosely. Ask the two friends to step away 

Supplies: 

2 Poles (broomstick 
handles, strong PVC, 
wooden dowels) 
  

25-30 feet of rope  
  

3 Friends 



slowly from each other, pulling the ropes 

without jerking, until the handles are about 5 

feet apart. 

2. Loop the loose end of the rope around the 

handles several more times so there are at 

least five loops on each handle.  

3. Holding the end of the rope taut, stand 

behind and a bit to the side of the first friend. 

4. Challenge your two friends to try to pull the handles apart while you 

slowly pull the free end of the rope to pull the brooms together. 

5. Which way did the broom handles move this time? Why?  

6. Be sure to switch places so everyone gets a chance to be the puller. 

Say: Did you notice that it was much easier to pull the rope when there 

were multiple loops? Did what you were trying to do change or just how 

you were doing it? That’s right – you were still trying to pull them together, 

you just had more rope power the 2nd time! The rope took on most of the 

work load. You had one job, but when you shared the burden of that job, it 

made something that seemed impossible, possible! That’s the same way 

Jesus’ power works. When we rely on Him and allow Him to take on our 

burdens, we find that Jesus’ Power Pulls Us Through!  

  

God Sightings: Now is a great time to talk about your God Sightings 

for the day. (You can reference the “God Sightings” instruction sheet in 

the “Read Me First” tab at fbclovis.com) Point out ways that you have 

seen God at work, and then encourage the kids to think of what they have 

seen today. Choose one of the options for sharing your God Sightings, or 

get creative and come up with your own way, and don’t forget to share 

those with us too! (#fbclovisvbs2020) 

  

 


