
LESSON 11: SPIRITUAL GIFTS: WHAT'S MY GIFT? 

 

Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, 28-31; 
Exodus 31  
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Teachers Dig In 

  

Dig In to the Bible 

• Read: Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12:8-10, 28-31; Exodus 31:1-11 

• In This Passage: The Holy Spirit gives each Christian a spiritual gift. The 

Bible lists examples of spiritual gifts. In the Old Testament, we see 

another spiritual gift in action when a man named Bezalel is filled with 

the Spirit of God to be a master of crafting. 

• Bible Point: The Holy Spirit gave each of us a special gift. 

• Summary Verse: “There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same 

Spirit is the source of them all. There are different kinds of service, but 

we serve the same Lord” (1 Corinthians 12:4-5). 

  

Dig Deeper 

• You’ll Be Teaching: The Holy Spirit gave each of us a special gift. Kids 

generally love personality assessments, and identifying their spiritual 

gifts goes right along with that. At the same time, some kids may walk 

away still not being confident in what their gifts are. Make sure kids know 

that the best way to find out their spiritual gifts is just to serve God and 

see what fits best! 

• Think About: How do you use your spiritual gifts at church? How did you 

find out those were your gifts? 

  

Dig In to Prayer 

• Ask God to use the kids in your class in mighty ways as the Holy Spirit 

empowers them with gifts. 

  

Quick Tip 

• Do your kids have opportunities to serve at your church? Letting them 

serve is a great way for them to discover and use their gifts. That could 

look as formal as a planned day of service, or it could mean giving kids 

small jobs in the classroom such as picking up trash, welcoming and 



befriending new kids, helping lead worship motions, distributing snacks, 

helping with tech, or praying your opening prayer. Don’t put kids on the 

spot to do something that’s not their gift, but find ways to involve kids in 

serving and leading in your classroom. 

This Lesson at a Glance 

 

CRAFT 

Preschoolers make gift bags. 

Supplies 

• white paper lunch bags (1 per 

child) 

• gift bows (1 per child) 

• fun stickers 

• “My Special Gifts” handout (1 

per child) (download here) 

• crayons 

Easy Prep 

• Make a sample craft to show 

kids. 

• Cut apart the “My Special 

Gifts” handouts. 

 

 

OBJECT LESSON 

Preschoolers follow the same set of directions to create a drawing, then examine 
the differences in their results.  

Supplies 

• drawing supplies (1 per child) 

• paper 

  

 

 

HIGH-ENERGY GAME 

Preschoolers build towers with what they’ve been given. 

https://digin-resources.group.com/media/10710/q2_lesson-11_my-special-gifts_handout.pdf


Supplies 

• paper bowls (5 for every 2 kids) 

• paper plates (5 for every 2 

kids) 

• paper grocery bags (1 per 

child) 

• gift bows (1 per child) 

• upbeat music 

• music player 

Easy Prep 

• Put either 5 bowls or 5 plates 

into each bag, and place a 

bow on each bag. 

 

 

DEEPER BIBLE 

Preschoolers sort gift bags by weight. 

Supplies 

• Bible 

• white paper lunch bags (5 for 

every leader-led group) 

• gift bows (5 for every leader-

led group) 

• classroom items that vary in 

weight and will fit in the bags, 

such as small toys, cotton 

balls, crayons, glue sticks, and 

puzzle pieces (enough to put 3 

or 4 items in each bag) 

• upbeat music 

Easy Prep 

• Fill 5 bags for each leader-led 

group with a different supply in 

each. Be sure there’s a 

noticeable difference in the 

weight of the bags. Tape the 

bags closed, and put a bow on 

each one. 

 

 

LOW-ENERGY GAME 

Preschoolers pass gifts around a circle. 

Supplies 

• white paper lunch bags (1 per 

child) 

Easy Prep 

• Place a small gift in each 

paper bag, and tape the bag 



• small gifts, such as stickers (1 

per child) 

• gift bows (1 per child) 

• coin for flipping 

closed. Place a gift bow on 

each bag. 

 

 

PRESCHOOL PUPPET SKIT  

Recommended for preschoolers. 

Supplies 

• Theophilus the FaithRetriever™ 

Puppet (order here) 

• music 

  

 

Let's keep kids safe! You can help by using supplies as instructed for only ages 3+, purchasing 

child-safe items, and being aware of allergy concerns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.group.com/product/646847104787-theophilus-the-faithretriever-8482-puppet.do


 

CRAFT [20 min]  

 My Gifts 

Supplies 

• white paper lunch bags (1 per child) 

• gift bows (1 per child) 

• fun stickers 

• “My Special Gifts” handout (1 per child) (download here) 

• crayons 

Easy Prep 

• Make a sample craft to show kids. 

• Cut apart the “My Special Gifts” handouts. 

 

Talk About Gifts 

https://digin-resources.group.com/media/10710/q2_lesson-11_my-special-gifts_handout.pdf


            Say: The Holy Spirit gives each of us a special gift. We heard about some 

of those special gifts today. Some people have a special heart to serve others 

(show kids the picture of the server). That’s their gift. Some people can teach others 

about God (show kids the picture of the teacher). That’s their gift. Some people are 

really good at being kind to others (show kids the picture of the people hugging). 

That’s their gift. And some people are great leaders (show kids the picture of the 

leader). That’s their gift.  

  

Make Gift Bags 

            Say: Let’s make something to remind us of these special gifts. 

• Give each child a paper bag. Encourage kids to use stickers and crayons to decorate the bags 

like special gifts. 

• Then each child the four pieces from the “My Special Gifts” handout. Kids can use crayons to 

color the pictures. 

• As kids color, have adult or teen helpers encourage kids to share ways they could be good 

leaders, serve others, encourage others, or teach someone. They can help kids with ideas by 

giving examples first. 

• After kids finish, help them put the pictures into their bags and fold them closed. Let each child 

pick out a bow to add to his or her “gift” bag. 

  

            Say: The Holy Spirit gives each of us a special gift. We can use our bags of 

gifts to remind us of the gifts he’s given us. We can also watch for the good gifts 

we see in others. Encourage kids to take home their gift bags and share them with 

their families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

OBJECT LESSON [10 min]  



 Pay Artistic Attention 

Supplies 

• drawing supplies (1 per child) 

• paper 

Tip 

• Provide drawing supplies that are all the same medium, such as only crayons or only colored 

pencils, so everyone has the same kind of drawing tool. 

  

Follow Directions to Draw a Picture 

            Say: It’s exciting to learn today that the Holy Spirit gave each of us a 

special gift. Our gifts from the Holy Spirit can be as different as we are. Draw kids’ 

attention to a few ways they differ, such as what toys they like to play with most, the 

prints or colors of their clothing, and their names. Let’s do something fun that’ll show 

us another way we’re different. 

• Distribute paper and drawing supplies. 

• You’ll call out the following directions for all the kids to follow for drawing a picture of a house. 

Kids will interpret and visualize each direction you give differently, so even with the same 

drawing tool and same directions, their pictures will look different. Be sure to pause long 

enough between directions for kids to draw.  

o Say: Draw a big square. “Draw” a square in the air to help any kids who need a reminder 

of a square’s shape.   

o Draw a smaller square inside the big square. 

o Draw one more small square inside the big square. 

o Draw a door inside the big square. 

o Draw a pointy triangle sitting on top of the big square. Use a finger to draw a triangle 

in the air. 

• Kids can put their crayons down and hold up their drawings so everyone can look at each 

other’s and see the differences. Explain to kids that they’ve all drawn a house, if they have not 

yet figured this out. 

  

Talk About It 

            Say: You all had the same supplies to draw with and the same directions to 

follow to draw a house, but your pictures aren’t the same. Your brains all think 

differently, and you each understood the drawing directions in your own special 

way. 



            Ask • What things look different about your pictures? 

            • What do you like about all the different pictures? 

            Say: It’s great that our pictures are different and that we’re different! None 

of us are exactly the same, and neither are our gifts from the Holy Spirit. The Holy 

Spirit gave each of us a special gift. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

HIGH-ENERGY GAME [10 min]  

 Build It Up 



Supplies 

• paper bowls (5 for every 2 kids) 

• paper plates (5 for every 2 kids) 

• paper grocery bags (1 per child) 

• gift bows (1 per child) 

• upbeat music 

Easy Prep 

• Put either 5 bowls or 5 plates into each bag, and place a bow on each bag.  

Build With Your Gifts 

            Say: Today we learned about some men who built a special place for 

people to worship God. God gave them special gifts and skills to do a great job. 

We have some special gifts here! Let’s pretend God gave us these gifts for 

building something special, too.  

• Form leader-led groups, and designate a building spot for each group on one side of the room. 

Have kids gather on the other side of the room. 

• Give each child a “gift” bag. Make sure bags of plates and bags of bowls are distributed evenly 

within the groups. 

• When you start the music, kids can each take one plate or bowl at a time from their bag and run 

it to the building spot, leaving the bag behind. 

• Encourage leaders to help kids build a tower, alternating between plates and bowls. After each 

bowl or plate is added, kids can run back for another. 

• If the tower falls, kids can quickly gather the plates and bowls and take them back to the start. 

Then they can begin again. 

• Continue playing as time allows. 

            

Talk About Your Gifts 

            Say: We built some fun towers in our game. If we all had plates (show kids a 

pile of five plates) our tower wouldn’t get very tall. It was good that we had different 

gifts. That helped us make much better towers. The Holy Spirit gives each of us a 

special gift. They’re all different. But when we work together, we can do great 

things to show others God’s love. 

 

DEEPER BIBLE [15 min]  

 Which Is Best? 



Supplies 

• Bible 

• white paper lunch bags (5 for every leader-led group) 

• gift bows (5 for every leader-led group) 

• classroom items that vary in weight and will fit in the bags, such as small toys, cotton balls, 

crayons, glue sticks, and puzzle pieces (enough to put 3 or 4 items in each bag) 

• upbeat music 

Easy Prep 

• Fill 5 bags for each leader-led group with a different supply in each. Be sure there’s a 

noticeable difference in the weight of the bags. Tape the bags closed, and put a bow on each 

one. 

Sort the Gifts 

            Say: Today we’re learning that the Holy Spirit gives each of us a special 

gift. They aren’t gifts like toys or clothes—they’re things that we can do really 

well and love doing! All the Holy Spirit’s gifts are good because we can use them 

to show God’s love to others. Listen to this. Read aloud 1 Corinthians 12:1-6. Let’s 

think about that with a game. 

• Form leader-led groups. 

• Give each group five bags sitting side by side on a table or the floor 

• Say: Each of these bags has something different inside. Let’s put them in order of how 

heavy they are. We’ll put the lightest bag at the start of the line and then put each bag in 

order of weight until the heaviest bag is at the end of the line. 

• Play upbeat music, and encourage adult and teen helpers to help groups get started and work 

together. 

• If time allows, have groups rotate and try to put the next set of bags in the opposite order. 

  

Talk About Gifts 

            After groups finish ordering the bags, go to one set of bags and say: These 

bags are all special gifts. But maybe we think this bag (pick up the bag that the 

group thought was heaviest) is more important because it’s heavier or this bag (hold 

up the bag thought to be lightest) is less important because it’s lighter. But all the 

gifts are special, just like the gifts the Holy Spirit gives us. For example, he has 

made some people good teachers. That’s a special gift. 



            Share about someone you think is good at teaching about God’s love. It may be 

a pastor in your church, a fellow classroom teacher, or a teacher you had in school. 

Share something he or she taught you about God’s love. 

            Ask: • Tell me about a good teacher you know. Kids may say their dad, a 

classroom teacher, or a teacher at school. Encourage kids to share what they’ve 

learned from the teacher, especially about God’s love. 

            Say: It’s easy to see teachers using their gift. But we might not notice 

someone who likes to serve. Serving is a special gift, too. 

            Share about someone you know who’s a gifted servant. Maybe it’s one of your 

helpers in the classroom, someone serving in your church, or someone who serves the 

poor in your city. Be sure to share how he or she serves others. 

            Ask: • Who do you know who likes to serve others? Kids may say their mom, 

a friend, or someone who helps at school. Encourage kids to share how the person 

serves others. 

            Say: It may seem like the people everyone can see using their gifts are 

more important than the people who show God’s love to others in quiet ways. But 

the Holy Spirit gives each of us a special gift, and they’re all important to God. 

Let’s thank him for those gifts. Lead kids to pray, thanking God for all the special gifts 

he gives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

LOW-ENERGY GAME [10 min]  

 What’s My Gift? 



Supplies 

• white paper lunch bags (1 per child) 

• small gifts, such as stickers (1 per child) 

• gift bows (1 per child) 

• coin for flipping 

Easy Prep 

• Place a small gift in each paper bag, and tape the bag closed. Place a gift bow on each bag. 

Tip 

• To avoid choking hazards, only the leader should use the coin. 

  

Play a Game 

            Say: We all like to get gifts.  

            Share about a special gift you’ve received. 

            Ask: • Tell me about a special gift someone gave you. Allow kids a few 

minutes to respond. 

            Say: Let’s play a game today with some special gifts. 

• Help kids sit in a circle. Give each child a bag, but ask kids not to open the bags yet. 

• Say: We’re going to do something with our gifts each time I flip this coin. If the coin 

lands on heads, we’ll pass our gifts to the people sitting next to us. Show kids the two 

sides of the coin so they can see the side with the head on it. Let’s try that now. Encourage 

kids to trade bags with someone sitting next to them. It’s okay if some kids trade twice. 

• Say: If the coin lands on tails, I’ll call out a color. If your gift has that color bow, you’ll get 

up and trade with someone else in the circle and then go back to your seat. Let’s have 

all our friends with green bows trade bags with someone now. Encourage kids with green 

bows to get up and trade bags with someone and then return to their seats. 

• Continue flipping the coin as time allows, reminding kids what to do each time. 

• After the game is finished, allow kids to open their gifts and see what’s inside. 

            

Talk About Gifts 

            Say: We each have a special gift from our game. No one really chose which 

gift they’d get. It just happened. The Holy Spirit gives each of us a special gift, 



too. But he picks a gift that’s just the right one for each of us. And those gifts 

aren’t just for ourselves. They’re for showing God’s love to others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

PRESCHOOL PUPPET SKIT [10 min]  

 Theo Leads a Dance Line 



Supplies 

• Theophilus the FaithRetriever™ Puppet (order here) 

• music 

  

Leader: It’s time for our puppy friend, Theo, to come for a visit. Let’s call him to 

our class with a “woof, woof.” Ready? (Leads kids to bark until Theo is brought into 

view.) 

  

Theo: Hi, friends! (Pants.) My back is so itchy today. Would you scratch my back? 

(Circulates among kids so each child can pet him.) 

  

Leader: Thanks for giving a friendly welcome to Theo, kids! 

  

Theo: Yeah, thanks! (Holds out his arms, as if waiting for someone to put something in 

them.) I’m ready! 

  

Leader: What are you ready for, Theo? 

  

Theo: (Still holding out his arms.) I came to church today to get a gift. 

  

Leader: Is it your birthday? 

  

Theo: (Puts his arms down.) No, but I heard you are learning that the Holy Spirit 

gives each of us a special gift. 

  

Leader: (Chuckles.) Oh, I understand now. 

  

Theo: (Holds out his arms again.) I’m ready! I love gifts. 

  

Leader: The kind of gifts God gives us are usually not things you can hold. 

  

Theo: (Looks disappointed.) Oh. What are they, then? 

  

Leader: God gives us skills and talents we can use to help others. 

  

Theo: (Hops excitedly.) Did God give me my greatness at yo-yoing? 

  

https://www.group.com/product/646847104787-theophilus-the-faithretriever-8482-puppet.do


Leader: Does yo-yoing help others? 

  

Theo: Ummm… (Pauses to think.) It helps people to have fun. It’s pretty neat to 

watch my tricks! 

  

Leader: That’s nice. It might be that you have a gift to bring people joy. 

  

Theo: Neat! (Looks to kids.) What kinds of gifts has God given you? (Listens and 

responds to kids.) 

  

Leader: All the gifts God gives us are to be used to help others, like the gift of 

service means we like to do things for others. The gift of encouragement means 

we help encourage others. The gift of teaching means we help others learn. 

  

Theo: Can we play a game? 

  

Leader: What game did you have in mind, Theo? 

  

Theo: I thought we could all show off some gifts by acting them out. (Leads kids to 

line up in two parallel lines, facing inward. Then shows kids how he can act out being 

generous by pretending to give away money while “dancing”/walking through the two 

lines while kids clap.) 

  

Leader: (Turns on some music and demonstrates for kids with a second gift from God, 

then encourages kids to each take a turn down the dance line. Continues the game as 

time allows.) 

  

Theo: I loved seeing all the gifts God’s given you! But it’s time for me to go home 

now. I’ll see you again soon! 

  

Leader: Okay, Theo! Let’s give Theo a “woof, woof, goodbye”! (Leads kids in a 

“woof, woof, goodbye,” and then places Theo out of sight.) 
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