
May/June 2019:

Dear church and friends,

We hope this letter finds you well and faithfully working for the Lord! The last 
two months have been months of both triumph and tragedy for our ministry here.

The churches have been growing! At North Mérida Baptist Church, we have had
record attendance. We have started new outreach ministries. The church members are 
bonding and truly acting like a “family” in Christ. We have so many people taking 
discipleship courses that we are running out of room to hold the classes! I (Joshua) 
taught a mini-conference for our young people on the dangers of dating and the 
importance of seeking a spouse God's way. We had several people in attendance 
including young people and adults. They were all encouraged to guard their purity and 
seek God's plan for their lives.

Times of spiritual victory and growth are often accompanied by times of trial 
and testing. One of our faithful seminary students, Pascual Martínez Sánchez, passed 
away unexpectedly on May 15th. He had gall stones and was scheduled for what 
everyone thought would be a routine surgery to have them removed. Unfortunately, 
procedural complications coupled with the poor quality of health care at the public 
hospital prevented a successful operation and recovery. It is comforting to know that 
he no longer needs to study the Word of God in a seminary classroom because he has 
met the Word of God face to face! He left a widow and four grown children behind. 
Please pray for their family.

Luis and Jessy Armenta are the directors of our children's ministry. They have 
been working hard to coordinate the VBS for North Mérida Baptist Church this year. 
They have three sons. Their oldest, Yerik, is thirteen years old. On Tuesday (July 2nd), 
he fell and hit his head. He has a fracture at the back of his skull and his brain is 
swollen. He has been in an induced coma for three days. The doctors have told them 
that nothing can be done other than wait and hope the swelling goes down. If it does, 
they plan to bring him out of the coma on Saturday (July 6th). Please pray with us that 
Yerik makes a full recovery.

In spite of the sadness, we rejoice to see how the churches have responded to 
these tests of our faith. Our members have truly rallied around these two families, 
partaken in their suffering, and strengthened and comforted them in the Lord. We are 
confident that God has allowed these things to happen for our growth & for His glory!

July and August will be busy months. Each church will be putting on a Vacation
Bible School in July. Then, all four churches will come together for our annual youth 
camp. Amanda and the kids will be getting back into the home school routine in a few 
weeks. In August, we will be having our fifth baby. Then, we will kick off our Fall 
semester in the seminary. Please keep all of these activities in your prayers. Pray that 
the Lord will open doors of opportunity, that people's lives will be impacted by the 
Word of God, that our faith in Him will grow, and that He will be glorified in all that 
takes place.

Thank you for your faithful prayers and support. May the Lord richly bless
you!

Yours in Christ,
Joshua, Amanda, & the kids

allreds2mexico@yahoo.com


