
May/June 2020: 
 
Dear church and friends, 
 
 Greetings in the name of the One who is in control! What a comfort it is to 
know that our current situation has not taken God by surprise! Even though we have to 
be flexible and adjust our plans, God’s plan is being carried out without a hitch! 
 The governor of Yucatán placed our state on lockdown at the end of March. We 
were supposed to reopen in May, then in June, but things are still locked down for the 
foreseeable future. The governor is being pressured to reopen the state and some 
businesses have reopened in defiance of the lockdown order. As we wait for the 
lockdown to end, our churches continue to function using the technology available to 
us and trusting the Lord to continue doing His work in the hearts of His people. 
 In spite of the current conditions, we were able to finalize the deal to purchase 
the house next door to the North Mérida Baptist Church! The new building will give us 
space for several additional classrooms and enough room for the church to continue to 
grow.  
 We had planned to take a short furlough trip this summer. Because of the 
pandemic, our flights were cancelled. We were able to reschedule a flight three weeks 
later than we had originally planned. Then, tropical storm Cristobal swirled around us 
for a week right before we were supposed to leave causing a lot of flooding in Yucatán. 
We lost power to half of our house and didn’t see the sun for seven days. We thought 
we would not be able to make it to the States, but we were finally able to fly out on 
June 6th. We have had to rearrange most of our plans, but we are thankful for the 
opportunity to visit several of our supporting churches, share what the Lord is doing in 
Mérida, see old friends, and meet new ones! We have visited several churches already 
and are planning to visit several others before returning home. The visits we have 
made so far have all been such an encouragement! Because we have had to reschedule 
most of our trip and because we only had a short time to begin with, we will not be able 
to visit everyone we would like to. We sent out a short update video via email at the end 
of May. If we are unable to visit your church this trip, we hope you’ll download the 
video and share it with your church. If you need me to forward you another copy, 
please email me and I will be happy to do so! 
 We will be flying back to Mérida on August 14th. Our seminary will be starting a 
new school year on August 25th. We expect to at least be able to meet in small groups 
by that time. Please pray that we have no trouble getting home and that we will be able 
to start classes with no complications. Please also pray for the new and returning 
students, that the Lord would work in their lives this year and grow them as Christian 
leaders. Pray for our church members who have been stuck at home for months now, 
that they would be steadfast in their faith and not falter during this frustrating time. 
Pray for our governor to make wise decisions and for the Lord to protect our people 
from the virus. Thank you for your prayers, support, and commitment to the Lord’s 
work. We appreciate all you do to advance the mission in Mérida! May the Lord bless 
you, protect you, and use you for His glory! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Joshua, Amanda, & the kids 

 
 

allreds2mexico@yahoo.com 


